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EDITOR’S NOTES

We are proud to bring you this issue of Texas Baptist History 
and especially proud that we are able to provide this issue in an 
even better time frame than we originally hoped. We fully ex-
pected that this issue would be a dual issue encompassing pa-
pers from both 2009 and 2010. However, due to the contribu-
tions of several individuals, we are able to provide a full issue 
for 2009 alone. In future years, the size and timing of the issue 
will depend upon the number of articles we have available.

I am also pleased to introduce this issue’s copy editor, Dr. Philip 
Mitchell. Dr. Mitchell (MDIVBL, Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary; M.A., Ph.D., Baylor University) is Director of 
the University Honors Program at Dallas Baptist University and 
Associate Professor of English.  Dr. Mitchell has served in vari-
ous capacities on campus since coming to DBU, including being 
instrumental in the start of The Lily Campus Worship Formation 
Program. His current research includes Baptists and honors educa-
tion, as well as twentieth-century Christian writers and the mean-
ing of history. He lives with his wife, Kristin, and two daughters, 
Noelle and Grace in Cleburne, Texas. They attend Field Street 
Baptist Church and have taught Sunday School for ten years.

The articles for the 2009 issue begin with two articles origi-
nally presented at the Spring Joint Meeting of the Texas Bap-
tist Historical Society and the Texas State Historical Associa-
tion in Austin in March of 2009. These two articles focus on 
Baptists’ work among Latino(a) Baptists in Texas. Joe Poe, 
author of A House for All Nations: A Centennial History of 
the Baptist Spanish Publishing House and General Director 
Emeritus of Casa de Publicaciones in El Paso, Texas, provides 
an insightful short history of the critical work of that institu-
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tion entitled “Contributions of Casa Bautista de Publicaciones 
to Texas Baptist Hispanic Work.” Poe’s paper is followed an 
excellent summary of leadership training for Latino(a) Bap-
tists in Texas authored by Javier Elizondo, Executive Vice-
President and Provost at the Baptist University of the Ameri-
cas. Dr. Elizondo’s article is entitled, “Latino(a) Baptists and 
Leadership Training in Texas,” and provides not only a short 
history on the topic but challenges for Texas Baptists to con-
sider for the future of work with Latino(a) Baptists in this state.

The remainder of the issue’s articles focuses upon two Texas 
Baptist giants, Christian ethicist T. B. Maston and legendary 
pastor George W. Truett. Baylor Ph.D. student Aaron Weaver’s 
article, “The Impact of Social Progressive T.B. Maston upon 
Southern Baptist Life in the Twentieth-Century” reminds his 
readers of the ways that Maston shaped the way that Southern 
Baptists looked at the world, especially in serving as a South-
ern Baptist conscience on racial issues. Kelly Pigott’s paper, 
“George W. Truett: Hawk or Dove,” from the November 2009 
meeting of the TBHS deals with George Truett’s response to 
World War I and his life-changing trip to Europe near the end 
of the war. The last article is the Founder’s Day Address for 
George W. Truett Seminary from January of 2010 delivered 
by Truett’s most recent biographer, Keith Durso. The address 
entitled “George W. Truett: Making a Life Verses Making a 
Living” demonstrates the priorities with which Truett lived 
his life. Durso has also generously provided a comprehen-
sive Truett bibliography that will provide an excellent re-
source for future students of George W. Truett. After our 
book review section, we have an index to all twenty volumes 
of Texas Baptist History prepared by Courtney Lyons, a Ph.D. 
student in Church History at Baylor University working un-
der the supervision of Bill Pitts. We are extremely grateful 
to Lyons and Pitts for their work on this index which will 
serve readers of Texas Baptist History for years to come.

At the close of his history of Texas Baptists, Robert Baker writes, 
“It is not possible to know the dimensions of the vision of Z. N. 
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Morrell when he preached his sermon at Nacogdoches in 1836 
that suggested the theme of Texas Baptist history—that the desert 
would blossom as a rose. In his Flowers and Fruits he marveled 
at the progress made during his lifetime. He seemed to feel that he 
had lived long enough to see the fulfillment of his vision of almost 
fifty years before. . . . But the vision of faith must always recede. 
As great things are achieved, the vision must advance far beyond 
the grasp in order to inspire and lead God’s people onward.” Our 
hope is that this issue of Texas Baptist History will indeed inspire 
and lead us to consider again the vision and work of Texas Baptists.



TBH
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CONTRIBUTIONS OF CASA BAUTISTA DE 
PUBLICACIONES TO TEXAS BAPTIST 

HISPANIC WORK

Wilson Ross (longtime missionary in Mexico and with Casa 
Bautista de Publicaciones in El Paso) became Casa Bautista de 
Publicaciones’s historian in the mid-1950s.  In June 1959, Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock awarded Ross a Master’s degree in 
History. Ross’s passion for the work of Casa developed into his 
thesis, “A History of the Baptist Spanish Publishing House in 
El Paso,” which later served as the basis for Sowing the Seed 
in Spanish: A History of the Baptist Spanish Publishing House 
(El Paso: Casa Bautista de Publicaciones, 1962). The unfortunate 
passing of Wilson Ross in 1989 due to cancer1 left Casa without 
one of its most faithful proponents. In my years as General 
Director (1992-1997), I attempted to take up Ross’s mantle 
of caring for Casa’s mission and updated a historical booklet 
originally prepared by Ross and published it with both of our 
names on the by-line.2 During my decade of retirement years, I 
have also written three books relating to Casa’s history.3 It is out 
of this redactional background and personal involvement with 
the Casa for nearly fifty years, that I offer my reflections on the 
influence of the Casa Bautista de Publicaciones upon the growth 
of Hispanic Baptist work in Texas. These reflections are on 
three historical periods: 1905-1955; 1955-1985; and 1985 to the 
present. I recognize that parameters for these periods are to some 
extent arbitrary, but I think they will serve our purposes today.

The Early Period:  1905-1955

The “date of birth” for Casa Bautista de Publicaciones has 
been a debated issue.  “Dr. [J. E.] Davis, missionary to Mexico 
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and founder of Casa, apparently dated the House from the year 
he began using the name ‘Casa Bautista de Publicaciones,’ 
1908.”4  Ross and others at CBP in the mid-1950s, felt it more 
appropriate to consider 1906 as its beginning as that was the 
time “the operation had functioned in Leon” and recognized 
the fiftieth and sixtieth anniversaries in 1956 and 1966.5 Thus 
both the fiftieth and sixtieth anniversaries were observed in 
1956 and 1966.  “But by 1980, the consensus shifted, and 
Casa leaders declared that the baby had been born in 1905.  
In the Davises’ kitchen.  In Toluca [Mexico].  Never mind 
that the child didn’t receive its official name till a few years 
later.”6  Thus the Casa’s seventy-fifth, ninetieth, and centennial 
anniversaries have been observed in 1980, 1995, and 2005.7  
Hence, the first period I identified for our discussion today 
begins with 1905.

Such is more than appropriate, for the Expositor Bíblico 
Sunday School magazine had already been founded in 1890 
by missionary David A Wilson8 and thus fifteen years of 
history had passed when Davis arrived in Mexico in late 1904 
and began to print El Expositor in mid-1905.  It is likely that 
some of these Sunday School books were already in use in 
Texas by then,9 but one can document that they were in use by 
late 1907. Davis published in early January 1908 an excerpt 
from correspondence received from Brother M. D. Castillo of 
Austin, Texas, who reported: “Our Sunday School is growing 
rapidly, and soon we will have to increase the number of 
subscriptions to El Expositor.”10  Thus, from very early in the 
twentieth-century, Casa contributed to the growth of Hispanic 
Baptist work in Texas by serving as the source of Sunday School 
curriculum materials.  Indeed, it was the only such Baptist 
source for more than fifty years.  El Expositor Bíblico was the 
flagship piece, intended mainly for young people and adults 
(students and teachers).  But “almost simultaneously with the 
arrival of Davis in Mexico,” missionary J. G. Chastain, then also 
editing El Expositor, added a children’s Sunday School paper 
entitled Nuestros Niños.11 In 1907, Davis became responsible 
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for both pieces.  By the end of the period 1905-1955 a full line 
of Sunday School materials was available and being used in 
numerous Hispanic Baptist churches and missions in Texas.

El Atalaya Bautista, a periodical Davis had just launched, 
contained the January 1908 reflection of the use of El 
Expositor in Austin, confirming Davis’s contact with Hispanic 
Baptist work in Texas.  Across the next twenty-three years, 
Casa’s general magazine for Baptists12 gives evidence of that 
contact and provides a window into the Casa’s contribution 
to the growth of Hispanic work in Texas during this period.  
Researching the bound volumes of those magazines from 1908 
to 193013 reveals more than thirteen hundred allusions to or 
reports of contact Davis (i.e., Casa Bautista de Publicaciones) 
had with the work in Texas.  The following is a summary of 
those reports:

In the fifty-two weekly issues of El Atalaya Bautista 
during its first year (1908), there are fifty-seven reports about 
Hispanic Baptist work in Texas.  It is obvious that Davis 
purposely cultivated Texas contacts, reports, and circulation.  
He referred to the publication as, “Periódico bautista para 
todos los bautistas de habla española” (a Baptist periodical for 
all Spanish-speaking Baptists), and while occasional contact 
is reflected with Baptists in the Caribbean, Europe, and South 
America, it is obvious that Mexico and Texas are the principal 
target audiences.  Besides the Hispanic Baptist work in Austin, 
work with churches or missions is reported in San Antonio, 
El Paso, Alice, Corpus Christi, Uvalde, Smithville, Beaumont, 
Del Rio, Brownsville, Bastrop, Pearsall, Cotula, Beeville, 
Waco, Leesville, Lorena, Caesar, Stockdale, Gonzales, Elgin, 
Monteola, and Alpine.  Though allusions are made to Home 
Mission Board leaders (specifically, Dr. J. F. Love) and Texas 
Baptist leaders (specifically Mrs. J. B. Gambrell, recognized 
as having some special responsibilities for and interests in 
“Mexican Baptist work in Texas”), most of the reports are 
credited to Hispanic Baptist pioneers in Texas, such as Marcos 
D. Castillo, Gil Villarreal, Benito Pérez, Guillermo Ibarra, 
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Juan G. Villalobos, C. D. Daniel, and A. M. Vélez. The reports 
mention building plans and the dedication of new church 
facilities (such as in Bastrop and in El Paso) and celebrate 
baptisms, revivals, training institutes, ordinations, and new 
dimensions of church life (such as organizations for women 
and youth and the establishment of church libraries).  About 
mid-year, Davis announces that the paper will carry a monthly 
review of reports from Texas, apart from a similar review of 
the work in Mexico, with the hope that such will serve as a 
stimulus to “our brethren in Texas,” recognizing that in both 
areas “the kingdom of the Crucified Christ is advancing.”14  
Davis’s optimism seems justified; Baptists were on the move 
in Texas—and elsewhere.

The fifty-three issues of El Atalaya contain sisty-one reports 
in 1909 on Baptist work in Texas and, among other things, 
serve to document Casa’s contribution to Hispanic Baptists in 
Texas by way of its book publications.  A brief note in the 
February 4th issue reports that Mrs. J. B. Gambrell ordered 
thirteen copies of Casa’s book Compendio de Teología15 for 
certain ministerial training activities. In the course of the year, 
the publication announced that Vedder’s Breve Historia de los 
Bautistas sold out and was to be reprinted.  Casa’s first book 
La Inmersión: el Acto del Bautismo Cristiano was apparently 
still available and was regularly promoted, as were La Cena 
Conmemorativa16 and missionary C. L. Neal’s original book in 
Spanish, Manual para Obreros Cristianos.  It is safe to conclude 
that all these books were in regular use by Hispanic Baptists 
in Texas.  Such would continue to be the case for the next one 
hundred years.17

In 1910, there were nineteen issues of El Atalaya Bautista 
before its fusion with El Cristiano Bautista, and these carried 
fourteen reports of work in Texas.  Early in the year, D. S. 
Barocio, new pastor in El Paso, begins a regular “column” called 
“Notas de Texas.”  Though it does not appear in every issue, it 
clearly indicates Davis’s intention to keep Casa in touch with 
Hispanic Baptists in Texas.  Perhaps the most important items 
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in these issues were Barocio’s announcement in the April 28th 
issue of a number of plans for another “Instituto Bíblico” in San 
Antonio and that during the Institute the Convención Bautista 
Mexicana de Texas would be organized. El Bautista, in its sixth 
issue, dated June 23, 1910, carried a three-page “crónica” of 
the Convention’s organization, having been brought into being 
by approximately forty messengers, representing some twenty 
churches whose combined membership was estimated to be 
near a thousand. Before the year’s end, Barrocio’s “Notas 
de Texas” feature appeared nine more times, and there are at 
least twenty-six news notes from the work in Texas during the 
thirty-three numbered issues of El Bautista.

Although the Mexican Revolution is historically considered 
to have erupted in late 1910, no attention to such was 
apparently given by Davis in his magazine.  In fact the issues 
of El Bautista for 1911 begin with a certain air of normalcy 
and optimism for Baptists both in Mexico and in Texas.  
Barrocio’s “Notas de Texas” appears almost every month; 
however, about mid-year, however, the magazine gives its 
first reflection of difficulties related to the Revolution, and by 
year’s end, Sierra Barocio has moved from El Paso to Fort 
Worth to study at Southwestern Seminary.  His contributions 
of news items from Texas continue from there but somewhat 
more sporadically.  The July 27th  issue does contain a brief 
report of the Convención Bautista Mexicana de Texas, which 
met in Austin, July 19-26.  Davis’ typical polemical flavor is 
evident in the magazine, despite the fusion with the slightly 
more moderate El Cristiano Bautista.  At least forty reports 
of Baptist work in Texas are found during the year; and they 
reflect efforts not only in major cities like El Paso, Austin, 
Corpus Christi, and Abilene, but in smaller towns and villages 
like Ozona, Kenedy, Beeville, and Ballinger.

The 1912 issues continue the same pattern, with at least 
twenty-seven reports from Texas.  Besides church events such 
as revivals and baptisms, occasionally reports of “Baptist 
family” news items that include weddings and funerals appear. 
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The 1913 issues begin with Davis’s confession of the struggles 
he has in continuing publication, but at least twenty-three news 
items of Hispanic Baptists in Texas receive attention, such as 
the ordination of Felix Buldain (earlier an associate of Davis 
in Leon) in San Antonio18 who then lost his wife to an untimely 
death just a few months later.19  Border areas like Brownsville, 
Uvalde, and Crystal City are mentioned.  El Bautista was 
suspended at the end of 1913.20  As Ross correctly notes, Davis 
made a valiant effort “to continue” El Bautista with the launching 
of El Foro Cristiano in January 1915.  Davis intended it as an 
eight-page weekly, but “its four month existence was filled with 
interruptions and set-backs. . . Davis finally had to give in to 
the revolutionary conditions and suspend El Foro Cristiano 
indefinitely with the issue for May 6, 1915.”21  During its 
short existence, it published at least four news items related to 
Hispanic Baptist work in Texas.

The re-launch of El Atalaya Bautista from El Paso in 
January 1918 provided the opportunity for Davis to cultivate 
Texas subscribers and Texas news.  Some fifty items were 
carried during 1918 and at least thirty in 1919.  Names like 
C. D. Daniel, Felix Buldain, and J. E. García appear, and 
attention is given to the Convención Bautista Mexicana de 
Texas, held during 1918 in Waco.  In one editorial piece, 
published in August 1918, Davis tried to answer a complaint 
from a subscriber in Mexico.  It seems obvious that from El 
Paso, the magazine is too Texan to please all the Mexicans, 
but not Texan enough to fully connect with Texas Hispanic 
work. This, of course, has been Casa’s ongoing dilemma.  
Born in Mexico and enjoying patronage of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board for close to a century, its international 
possibilities—including in the United States—have been seen 
by its leaders as both logistically feasible and economically 
desirable. In fact, these possibilities were seen as what could 
make its ministry sustainable.  Somewhere between 1925 
and 1955, the Foreign Mission Board tacitly gave the Casa 
its blessing to be international.  But its ministry to Baptists 



7

within the United States would be questioned time and 
again.

The content of El Atalaya Bautista22 throughout the decade 
of the 1920s shows its priority efforts to serve the interests of 
the National Baptist Convention of Mexico.  The possibility of 
its becoming the official publication of the Mexico convention 
was considered at the Convention of 1921,23 but the matter was 
tabled for lack of convention resources and abandoned a year 
or so later.  Generally, the publication gave “side glances” to 
Texas and the Hispanic Baptist work. Research identified about 
forty Texas reports in 1920 and some sixty-five in 1921.  

The 1922 bound volume carries an index in its December 28th 
issue and lists 128 references to work in Texas in its “Brisas 
del Campo” regular section.  The 1923 volume contains 
a similar annual index and references 121 Texas items in 
“Brisas.”  Apart from these reports there is a two-page crónica 
of the annual sessions of the Convención Bautista Mexicana 
de Texas held in San Marcos, and some eleven promotional 
notices in preparation for the convention.  In addition Donato 
Ruiz wrote two major articles on Mexican Baptist work in 
Texas and on the relations of Baptist work in Texas and with 
the Baptist work in Mexico.24  

Issues during 1924 carried 119 reports from work in Texas 
(in the “Brisas del Campo” section), apart from twelve items 
related to the Mexican Baptist Convention of Texas.  It seems 
obvious that Davis was also trying to extend circulation beyond 
Texas and Mexico, for reports are also indexed from more than 
twenty other places in the United States (ranging from major 
cities like Detroit, Chicago, and Los Angeles, to lesser known 
ones like Garden Grove, California, and Hutchinson, Kansas) 
and a half dozen countries outside the United States and 
Mexico.  Moisés Robledo wrote the report of the convention 
held in Bastrop; he reports that twenty-seven churches sent 
credentials for some forty-five messengers.25

The collection of bound volumes26 divides the issues for 1925 
into two volumes, each with its index.  The issues pertinent to 
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January to June reveal 132 reports of Texas Baptist Hispanic 
work. The index that appears at the end of December compiles 
data on the issues for the second part of the year, with eighty-
one references to Texas sites in the “Brisas del Campo” 
section and five more in the “Notas Cortas” feature, apart 
from a dozen or so items directly related to the Convención 
Bautista Mexicana de Texas in Kerrville.  M. D. Godínez, the 
Convention’s secretary, reports that there are now fifty-two 
organized Mexican churches in Texas, with a total membership 
of 3,455, and that the congregations reported a total of 673 
baptisms during the reporting year for 1924-25.27

For 1926 there are 139 Texas items among the “Brisas 
del Campo” reports, apart from nineteen items indexed as 
pertinent to the Mexican Convention in Texas. Most likely this 
represents the peak in Davis’s reporting on Baptist work in 
Texas. His editorial in the January 21st issue reports on the 
banner year that 1925 had been for the Casa but warns of 
impending retrenchment in 1926.  Such turned out to precisely 
what circumstances required.28  

Davis was able to continue weekly editions in 1927 only 
through the end of June, at which time El Atalaya Bautista 
became a monthly publication. Such was preferable to 
extinction!  And Texas reporting continued:  seventy-four items 
are found in the weekly issues (between January and June) and 
twenty-four in the monthly issues for the rest of the year, apart 
from several “alert” pieces for the upcoming Convención and 
a full two-page crónica of the Convention that was held July 
20-21 in Laredo.29

To keep the paper alive, Davis had reverted to newsprint 
when El Atalaya became a monthly in mid-1927; this economic 
measure continued in 1928.  Despite the tough times, he was 
able to publish all twelve issues.  The focus of the magazine, 
however, was revamped notably. The “Brisas del Campo” 
section was completely eliminated, and only an occasional bit 
of “Baptist news” is included.  General articles and some items 
of international interest (like a page of “Impressions” from the 
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Mexican delegates to the Baptist World Alliance meetings in 
Toronto30) fill each issue of thirty-two pages.  The December 
issue mentions a supplement to the November number that 
contained a crónica of the recently held Convención Nacional 
Bautista Mexicana.  Unfortunately, the supplement was not 
included in the bound volume for 1928, and no report of the 
Texas Mexican convention was published.  One cannot help but 
wonder what occasioned this radical change in editorial focus.  
The October issue reflects Davis’s take on national politics in 
the United States.31 Were “denominational politics” impacting 
Davis’s dream for El Atalaya to serve as “the house organ” 
of the Baptist “Mexican” conventions of Mexico, Texas, New 
Mexico, and California?32  Or was it simply a case of coming 
to grips with lack of resources to implement the dream?  This 
year does seem to mark a real change in the Casa’s contribution 
to Hispanic Baptist work in Texas.  

The issues for 1929 and 1930 only modify slightly this 
reduced role in relating to Hispanic Baptist work in Texas (as 
well as New Mexico and California).  A new feature, begun 
early in 1929 and called “Espigando” (gleaning), carries less 
than twenty-five Texas notes during the year. Reports are given 
concerning activities of the Baptist World Alliance, concerning 
of the Baptist Convention in Western Cuba, and concerning the 
Mexican Convention of Southern California—but not a word 
about the Texas convention.  This pattern is duplicated in 1930, 
El Atalaya’s last year.  Though M. D. Godínez’s article on the 
history of Mexican Baptist work in Houston is published33 and 
approximately twenty Texas news items or photographs, no 
report is given of the Convención Bautista Mexicana de Texas. 
One is left to wonder why? Looking at the full history of El 
Atalaya (from 1908 to 1930), one must conclude that Casa did 
contribute to the growth of Hispanic Baptist work in Texas 
through its reporting in this magazine.34

Casa Bautista de Publicaciones was established in Leon, 
Guanajuato, Mexico, in 1906.  Late in 1916, Davis bought a 
small shop in El Paso, having had to flee Mexico during its 
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extended Revolutionary period, and from 1917 on, El Paso 
was the site of both its print shop and its editorial offices.  
Thus, in a sense, Casa itself has been a part of Hispanic Baptist 
work in Texas since that date.  Its sponsoring organization, 
the SBC Foreign Mission Board, naturally expected that 
Casa’s focus would continue to be principally south of the 
border.  Its ministry in the United States, mainly Texas, but 
with some outreach to other pockets of Hispanic population in 
the Southwestern states and elsewhere, was not prohibited nor 
seriously questioned until the elaboration of SBC’s “program 
statements”35 in the mid-1960s.

From 1925 to 1938, the Casa’s contribution to Hispanic 
Baptist work in Texas emanated from its location at 800 
Myrtle Avenue in downtown El Paso.36  (Its earlier location on 
Campbell Street had been rented.)  In 1938, the Home Mission 
Board and the Foreign Mission Board exchanged properties 
and what had been the Baptist Tuberculosis Sanatorium on the 
northeast edge of the city became the Publishing House, and 
the property on Myrtle became the El Paso Chinese Mission.  

The Sanatorium property was to be jointly occupied by 
the Casa and the Mexican Baptist Theological Seminary.37  
Because of difficult conditions in Mexico, the Seminary had 
been essentially functioning “in exile” for some two years 
in San Antonio and now would move to El Paso.38  In 1946 
it returned to Mexican soil, specifically the city of Torreón.  
Viola Campbell, in her brief but significant memoir39 gives a 
reflection on the contribution of this school to Hispanic Baptist 
work north of the border.  She writes:  “In 1945 talk began of 
moving the Seminary back to Mexico.  The laws in the country 
had been modified, which would make the return legal.  It had 
become evident that many of the students, especially the young 
men who came to El Paso to study in the Seminary, did not 
return to Mexico where the need for pastors was so great.”40  
Of course, the need for leaders was great in the United States, 
specifically in Texas, which is why “doors opened” for these 
seminarians to stay in Texas.  But their stay to some extent 
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undermined the intent of the Foreign Mission Board, which 
was to sponsor a school for training leaders for the churches 
in Mexico itself.  Viola became part of that move back to 
Mexico after earlier having moved from Home Mission Board 
service with the Chinese Mission to Foreign Mission Board 
service with Seminary as essentially its dean of women.  Some 
twenty-one years later, she came back to El Paso, this time 
as a missionary editor with the Casa.  Her service in editing 
Vacation Bible School materials in Spanish likely represents 
still another dimension of the Casa’s service to Hispanic 
Baptist work in Texas.  

The Middle Period:  1955-1985

The contribution of the Casa to the growth of Hispanic Baptist 
work in Texas during this period is herewith summarized in 
five categories:

1. Partnership with the Sunday School Board on a 
Training Union magazine, La Fe Bautista.  Contact came 
early between Casa Bautista de Publicaciones and the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, of Nashville.  Correspondence 
exists from Dr. Davis to leaders in Nashville dating from 
the very first years of the Casa’s existence.  After all, both 
organizations were carrying on somewhat similar ministries, 
through to Baptist constituencies of tremendously different 
sizes.  Across the years contact continued, with the leaders in 
Nashville generally disposed to help in simple, but practical 
ways this minuscule mission publisher, which was seeking 
to “do a job in Spanish.”  During the 1920s Sunday School 
teacher-training materials were translated into Spanish, with 
permissions from the Sunday School Board, complete with 
appropriate diplomas and recognition systems.41  And though 
some attention was given earlier to the Spanish incarnation 
of the Baptist Young People’s Union, the 1950s brought 
attention to a fully-graded Training Union.  By the late 1950s, 
materials were available in Spanish for children, youth, and 
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adults in their appropriate Training Unions.42  Some or all of 
these materials were undoubtedly in use by Texas Hispanic 
Baptist churches and missions.  But something more specific 
was in the offing.  

In 1958, “to provide further contacts between the field and the 
work of the Publishing House, a tour was organized... for the 
promotion of Training Union work.  Raymond M. Rigdon and 
Harvey P. Gibson, both from the Training Union Department 
of the Sunday School Board, accompanied Ross from the 
Publishing House on a seven-week tour of nineteen countries, 
conducting orientation conferences on Training Union work 
in nine of them.”43  Though the focus of this trip was Latin 
America, the fellowship times of these men traveling together 
undoubtedly gave opportunity to discuss United States needs 
as well.  The result was that La Fe Bautista was born as a 
partnership project between the Casa and the Sunday School 
Board.  It was a Training Union quarterly specifically intended 
for Spanish-speaking Southern Baptists.  Unfortunately, only 
bound copies were conserved in the Library in El Paso for 
the years 1965, 1969, and 1970.  But these volumes serve to 
illustrate this dimension of Casa’s service to Baptist Hispanic 
work in Texas.  LeRoy Ford is listed as the Director, though this 
reference is a little too general to be clear; Raymond Rigdon, as 
Director of the Editorial Section; and Phil Harris, as Secretary 
of the Training Union Department.  It is clearly stated that “the 
Spanish version and the printing have been done by the Casa 
Bautista de Publicaciones in El Paso.”  But the product is noted 
as “A Baptist Adult Union Quarterly, published... by the Sunday 
School Board.”  The intent was to give Spanish-speaking 
Southern Baptists in the United States more denominationally 
specific “church training content.”  An example is the series of 
programs offered for the third quarter of 1965 on Baptist groups 
in the United States.  Still another example is found in the unit 
for August and September of 1969, when programs written by 
Albert McClellan led, in their Spanish translations, Hispanic 
Adult Unions to consider “the challenge of the ‘70s.”  And a 



13

general article in the fourth quarter issue for 1969 specifically 
reports on “La Obra entre los Latinoamericanos de Texas” 
(The work among Latin-Americans in Texas).  The article, 
written by John McLaughlin, begins with the declaration that 
Texas has more than two million residents who are Spanish-
speaking and that the Baptist work among them has “gradually 
increased,” so that now there are five hundred churches, 
missions, and preaching points, with some thirty-six thousand 
members.44  With manuscript provided from Nashville, Casa 
was responsible for translating, editing, and printing.  It was a 
definite contribution to Hispanic work, particularly in Texas, 
that lasted more than a decade.  

2. The training of Tito Fafasuli. This contribution, 
somewhat like the one of the Mexican Baptist Theological 
Seminary during its sojourn in El Paso, was unintentional.  
Tito was Argentine by birth, and his Baptist Christian faith 
had produced in him a call to ministry and had led him to 
study in the Baptist Seminary of Buenos Aires.  At some 
point during his youth, he met Estela, a young Paraguayan 
Christian, and they were married.  Somehow, Tito had the 
good fortune to come by a scholarship to Southwestern 
Seminary in Fort Worth.  He, Estela, and their three girls came, 
and he did the basic theological program there, achieving a 
degree in divinity.  But he never returned to South America 
for ministry.  The opportunity came, and he took the pastorate 
of an American Baptist Hispanic congregation in Santa 
Barbara, California.  One of Tito’s friends and classmates at 
Southwestern had been a Chilean named Abdías Mora, who in 
1975 became an associate in the book department at the Casa 
Bautista de Publicaciones.  Within a year, Abdias was invited 
to join the faculty of the Mexican Baptist Bible Institute in 
San Antonio.  Before leaving, Mora recommended that Casa 
employ Tito as his successor.  With Abdías’ recommendation, 
Casa interviewed and hired him.  Tito and his family moved 
to El Paso in 1976.  He had solid theological training but was 
a newcomer to publications.  I mentored his ministry.  We 
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worked together closely and harmoniously for several years.  
Tito pastored a small Hispanic church in the El Paso suburb 
of Canutillo and may have been Abdías’ successor there, 
too.  Tito had a major role in our publication of the Casa’s 
first study Bible45 where he and I are identified as the General 
Editors.  His editing responsibilities were varied, and his 
help was substantial.  His desire to have a major role in the 
Casa’s theological textbook publication program seemed to 
be trumped by the unexpected coming of Dr. Cecil Thompson 
in 1977.  With Cecil’s professorial background, it would 
have been folly for him not to have the role of leadership in 
textbook publication.  Quietly Tito began to look for “greener 
pastures.”  They eventually came, in 1979, when Ricardo Peña 
recommended Tito to the Sunday School Board for a major 
editing role in the new Spanish Sunday School materials which 
SSB was projecting.  In short, we trained Tito Fafasuli “for the 
competition.”  But undoubtedly the Baptist movement gained, 
and his training can be regarded as another contribution of 
the Casa in El Paso toward the growth of Hispanic Baptist 
work specifically in Texas.  This is true because El Intérprete, 
the Sunday School Board’s Sunday School piece that directly 
competed with Casa’s Expositor, got extensive use among 
the Sunday Schools of Texas Baptist Hispanic churches and 
missions.

3. The publishing of Hispanic authors from Texas.  When I 
wrote Casa: The Partner in Ministry You Need,46 I used James 
Crane as an example of someone (in his case, a “missionary, 
evangelist, administrator, and seminary teacher in Mexico”47) 
who found in the Casa “his ‘partner in ministry’...[as CBP] 
became his publisher.”48 Probably this kind of partnership has 
not occurred as often as it might have in relation to Hispanic 
authors from Texas, neither is the list a total blank.  It is a 
partnership that becomes difficult to fully trace, for apart from 
authors of books, there are translators, editors, compilers, and 
article and lesson writers who represent part of this dimension 
of the Casa’s contribution, but tracking them and reporting on 
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them becomes complicated.  Further, the issue of identifying 
“Hispanic authors from Texas” is difficult in itself.  Inasmuch 
as many Texas Baptist Hispanic leaders where born elsewhere, 
it seems impossible to limit this category to Hispanic authors 
born in Texas.  The same fuzziness emerges with relation 
to surnames.  Should one include only Hispanic surnamed 
authors?  If not, why not?--and whom then to include?  Even 
accepting the ragged edges of this category, and accepting that 
what has been achieved is less than what might be considered 
ideal, names like Felix Buldain, Leobardo Estrada, Jose Rivas, 
Francisco Almanza, and Adolfo Robleto surface49 to confirm 
that the Casa’s contribution in this area has been real and is 
ongoing.

4. Casa’s role as a Christian music publisher in Spanish 
represents another dimension of its contribution to the growth 
of Hispanic Baptist work in Texas.

Although hymnals frequently take a back seat to screens and 
computerized projection equipment in many congregations 
today, it is fair to say that their use has not completely 
disappeared and that for most of the twentieth-century, they 
were well nigh indispensable in evangelical worship services.  
Prior to 1924, Casa served as a distributor for Spanish hymnals 
secured from other publishers in New York, Madrid, and Buenos 
Aires.  But in the mid-1920s, Baptist pastor Ernesto Barocio, 
who was identified especially with Monterrey, Mexico, edited 
a word only edition of a hymnal called Himnario Popular. 
A  music edition was published in 1926.  CBP figured as the 
publisher.  McConnell concludes that it “quickly became the 
official hymnal of Mexican Baptists.”50  Likely it could be 
added that this meant for Mexican Baptists in both Mexico and 
in Texas.  Revisions were made in 1932, again in 1940, and 
it further served as the base for El Nuevo Himnario Popular 
which Casa first published in 1955 and in a slightly improved 
form in 1957.51  This hymnal is still in print.  

A completely new “Baptist Hymnal” (Spanish title: Himnario 
Bautista) was published in 1978.  By this time, Dr. Ed Nelson 
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was directing the Music Department at Casa Bautista and 
served as General Editor of this hymnal.  Although the 
Foreign Mission Board through the Casa gave heavy financial 
support to the project,52 the Music Department of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas also contributed financially and 
logistically to the project.53  Further, the Music Department 
of the BGCT sponsored presentations of the hymnal in San 
Antonio, Laredo, Lubbock, and El Paso.54  I have reviewed 
McConnell’s hymnological commentary to try to identify 
Baptist Hispanic musicians with Texas connections that 
contributed to the hymns in this collection.  The same kinds 
of complications surface as were mentioned concerning book 
authors—place of birth, surname, degree of connection with 
Texas work, etc.  To the extent that Adolfo Robleto should be 
considered a “Texas Hispanic Baptist”—the last thirty or more 
years of his long ministry were done in Texas—his name would 
head the list.55  With the same proviso about identification as a 
“Texas Hispanic Baptist,” Salomon Mussiett would probably 
figure second on the list.  But the book helps us not to lose sight 
of the contribution of others like Dr. Luden A. Gutierrez, a 
physician from Houston;56 Dr. Leslie Gomez, at one time music 
and youth director for the Iglesia Bautista Calvario in Fort 
Worth57 and composer of the music for the “Himno Oficial de 
la Convención Bautista Mexicana de Texas”;58 and Raul Solis, 
born in San Antonio and graduated from Howard Payne.59 

Contemporary collections of Christian music and cantatas add 
another dimension.  The name of Ricardo Peña again surfaces, 
for he was the “translator and adaptor” of La Maravillosa 
Historia aun sin Proclamar, a missionary cantata, published 
by the Casa in 1968.  And in “contemporary collections” like 
Tiempo de Cantar60 and Cancionero para la Iglesia de Hoy,61 
names like Leslie Gómez, Salomón Mussiett, and Pedro Nuñez 
appear.

Hymnology in another area in which the Casa’s contribution 
can be tracked. Cecil McConnell’s book gives attention to 
every hymn in Himnario Bautista.  But Ricardo Peña’s book 
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Himnología Popular62 appeared just slightly before the Himnario 
Bautista was published and gives attention to thirty of the most 
well-known hymns in El Nuevo Himnario Popular plus one 
or two others (including “Cristo Es la Unica Esperanza,” the 
theme song of the Crusade of the Americas).

5. Staff contributions to Hispanic churches in far West 
Texas may be considered as still another dimension of 
Casa’s contribution to the growth of Hispanic Baptist work 
in Texas.   As CBP has sought to serve Hispanic evangelical 
constituencies world-round, from its home base in El Paso, it 
has felt the necessity of an international staff.  This was true 
especially after the Foreign Mission Board gave its blessing in 
the late 1940s and early 1950s for Casa to be “international,”63 
and became still more of a concern during the period under 
consideration (1955-1985).  The Casa’s growth allowed and 
required a growing staff.  And as “international staff “members 
were acquired, these professionals became available to Hispanic 
churches in far West Texas for part-time staff service.  Most of 
the churches were small and thus could not afford full time 
pastors and music ministers anyway.  The availability of part-
time service by Casa staff was a blessing, despite the complaint 
of a few full-time pastors that these ministerial colleagues were 
not always available for daytime meetings.  During the period 
under review, numerous Casa staff members served as pastors 
or music ministers in Hispanic churches of far West Texas.  
Without pretending to make an absolutely complete list, these 
names come to mind:  Adolfo Robleto, Ananías González, Ed 
Nelson, J. T. Poe, Leslie Gómez, Tito Fafasuli, Abdías Mora,   
David Rodríguez, Miguel Blanco,  Abel  Herrera, Rubén 
Angulo, David Fajardo, Jorge Enrique Díaz, Exequiel San 
Martín, Mario Martínez, and Atalo Méndez.

The Recent Past: 1985 to the Present

Here, five categories are used to survey Casa’s contribution 
during this period to Hispanic Baptist work in Texas:
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1. A somewhat forced “partnership” with Baptist Sunday 
School Board.  What earlier had been a very harmonious and 
fraternal relationship became at best “a shotgun marriage.”  It 
seems to me that two major factors produced this change:  One 
was the trend in Southern Baptist Convention circles to precisely 
define “program statements” that came to have the rigidity 
of canon law.64 The other factor was the growth of Hispanic 
Southern Baptists in Texas and elsewhere, growth that gave 
leaders in the state conventions and in the Home Mission Board 
reason to insist that Sunday School Board, as the Convention’s 
publisher, provide the language materials felt needed.  The 
intent to define precisely “convention assignments” into 
“program statements” had the very legitimate goal of efficiency 
and avoidance of duplication.  The rigidity with which they 
came to be applied may have been unforeseen and was in the 
end counterproductive.

2. Some partnership between BaptistWayPress and with 
Editorial Mundo Hispano.  As BGCT has edged in the direction 
of becoming a national convention,65 BaptistWay Press has 
emerged as its publishing arm.  Not surprisingly, Hispanic 
Baptist leaders in Texas have requested that at least some 
of the Sunday School curriculum pieces offered to BGCT’s 
English-speaking churches be made available in Spanish 
also.  I have learned fairly recently that Casa is rendering a 
kind of partnership service to this project on a contract basis.  
Recent publication of Spanish editions of materials both 
for adult students and adult teachers related to the Gospel 
of John66 show “Translation and Production” by “Editorial 
Mundo Hispano” with printing done by Data Reproductions 
Corporation.  “Editorial Mundo Hispano” has been a Casa 
imprint for more than forty years, which doesn’t predispose 
readers (positively or negatively) with a denominational 
announcement.  But it must be recognized that Casa is still in 
the process of establishing this identification; many users of 
BaptistWay products who see this line may not identify it with 
Casa Bautista de Publicaciones of El Paso. Still, it exists.
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3. Recent publication of Hispanic authors from Texas.  Of 
the 244 authors listed in the 2009 Catalog of Editorial Mundo 
Hispano of Casa Bautista de Publicaciones, approximately 5% 
are Hispanic authors from Texas.  These include Daniel Sánchez,  
Margarita Treviño, and Alcides Guajardo, who perhaps should 
be considered at the top of the list because of their importance 
to the Hispanic Baptist movement in Texas, but other names 
also appear, like José Luis Martínez, Juan Carlos Cevallos, 
Jorge Enrique Díaz, Alicia Zorzoli, Roberto Estévez, David 
Fajardo, Barbara Cueto, and Rubén Zorzoli. Furthermore, 
some of Leobardo Estrada’s and Adolfo Robleto’s work is still 
in print.67  One can easily argue that this percentage should have 
been higher.  I have not made a comparative study of Casa’s 
catalogs over the last twenty years to see if an increasing trend 
can be detected.  I can report that I believe the philosophy of 
the present administration of the Casa is fully desirous to be 
an efficient publishing partner for Hispanic authors in Texas, 
especially those within our Baptist tradition.

4. An occasional special project, like the New Life 
Testament for Texas.  Perhaps because I was personally 
involved in the production, I am reluctant to overlook a 
special project like the New Life Testament for Texas that 
did occur early in the period under consideration (1985 to the 
present).  It involved a special three-way partnership between 
Holman Bible Publishers of the Sunday School Board, 
the Baptist General Convention of Texas that is, one of its 
organizational units, perhaps the Sunday School Department, 
and the Casa Bautista de Publicaciones.  Johnnie Goodwin, 
a good West Texan from Midland who had a long career in 
publishing with Baptist Sunday School Board, contacted me 
concerning a need for a Spanish New Testament for large 
scale distribution in Texas.  What we could offer was El 
Testamento Nueva Vida which had been completed in the 
early 1980s as an adaptation of The New Life Testament in 
English.  Permissions and logistics were worked out, and 
many thousands of these Testaments were produced for 
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distribution through the churches in Texas.  In my mind, it is 
still an example of special projects that can be accomplished 
“within the Baptist family” and for the benefit and growth of 
Baptist work. 

5. Bilingual Sunday School materials.  It is often argued 
that second, third, and successive generations of Hispanic 
immigrants may still have a strong cultural tie that gives raison 
d’etre to their ethnic based churches but that the generations 
that get their education in the United States need Sunday 
School materials in English.  With this in mind, CBP’s Editorial 
Division is currently involved in publishing a Bible study 
curriculum that offers twelve pieces in Spanish and six pieces 
in English.  Promoted for “use in Sunday School, home study 
and cell groups, Christian schools and in any other situation 
where the Bible is studied,” pupil and teacher materials for 
school-age children and youth are offered in both Spanish 
editions and English editions.  Casa has published materials 
pertinent to three of this five-year-program, and will continue 
till all volumes are available.  The Marketing Division assures 
me that a portion of these materials are indeed being used by 
Hispanic Baptist Churches and missions in Texas.  Thus it 
represents another contribution of CBP to Baptist growth in 
the state.  This, despite the multiplicity of sources for Bible 
study materials in Spanish that now exists.  Both LifeWay and 
BaptistWay offer a somewhat similar range of materials, each 
line with its own positive points.  Perhaps we are left to be 
thankful for the world of multiple options, despite the headaches 
that such options sometimes bring.  Churches/missions have 
to choose; hopefully their having to choose will nudge them 
toward the maturity that vital Christian communities ought to 
possess.

Conclusion

Generally speaking, one may safely conclude that first from 
Mexico and then from that “corner of Texas” known as El 
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Paso, Casa Bautista de Publicaciones has made a significant 
contribution to the growth of Hispanic Baptist work in Texas.  It 
is the prayer of the author that in this period of denominational 
change creative new ways will be found to enhance that 
contribution.  Often, historical studies produce ideas for 
future improvements.  Although the author no longer has any 
administrative role at the Casa, I feel comfortable in assuring 
this group that the present administration is both open to and 
actively exploring new ways to better serve the constituencies 
for which it exists.  Your ideas are welcome.

Address given to the Joint Meeting of the Texas Baptist His-
torical Society and the Texas State Historical Association

 
   Joe T. Poe
    General Director Emeritus
                                                Casa Bautista de Publicaciones
                                                El Paso, Texas
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see SBC Executive Committee Report, SBC Annual, 1970, 89.  Some 
25 “programs” were assigned to the Baptist Sunday School Board (see 
Executive Committee Report, SBC Annual, 1970, 91-92; and the Sunday 
School Board Report, SBC Annual, 1970, 148-68; its lead programs 
were “church literature publishing” and “Broadman book publishing”). 
Gradually the interpretation emerged that the Foreign Mission Board’s 
programs were exclusively “for” foreign countries even though part of its 
“literature program” was not physically located “in” a foreign country; in 
fact the 1967 Foreign Mission Board report defines its programs as: “The 
Program of Support for Foreign Missionaries,  The Program of Evangelism 
and Church Development in Foreign Lands, The Program of Schools and 
Student Work in Foreign Lands, The Program of Publication Work for 
Foreign Lands, The Program of Hospitals and Medical Care in Foreign 
Lands, [and] The Program of Benevolent Ministries in Foreign Lands”; see 
SBC Annual, 1967, 85-91.   

65I am reminded of the story of a Christian believer in the middle of the 
Orient who identified himself thusly:  “I am a Chinese Lutheran--Missouri 
Synod.”

66El Evangelio de Juan: El  Verbo fue hecho carne, written originally 
by Duane Brooks, Kay Ellis, and Albert Reyes.  Guía de Estudio del 
adulto; and El Evangelio de Juan: el Verbo fue hecho carne.  Guía de 
Estudio del maestro de adultos; both books were published in Spanish by 
BaptistWayPress in March 2008.

67There was even one posthumous title published from Adolfo Robleto: 
Sermones para el Nuevo Milenio, published in 1999 though Robleto died 
Friday of Holy Week in 1994.
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LATINO(A) BAPTISTS AND LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING IN TEXAS

Introduction

The perspective from which I address this topic has been 
informed by my own interaction with Texas Baptist missions. I 
am a product of Texas Baptist’s leadership training efforts, and 
I have trained Latino(a) leaders in Texas, the United States, 
and Latin America.

My first encounter with the gospel of Jesus Christ happened 
in a Baptist mission in Camargo, Tamaulipas, Mexico in 1969. 
The sponsoring church, Primera Iglesia Bautista in Reynosa, 
and the Rio Grande Valley Baptist Association partnered in 
the work in Carmargo. Another Baptist work existed that close 
to home in Reynosa was pastored by Rev. Javier Castellanos, 
a respected Mexican leader.  Dr. Robert Smith led the Rio 
Grande Valley Baptist Association, and Calvary Baptist church 
in Lubbock, Texas, assisted in the construction of the church 
building in Camargo. The church in Camargo did not have an 
ordained pastor or a baptistery in 1969; therefore, Rev. Cruz 
Rodriguez, pastor of Primera Iglesia Bautista in Rio Grande 
City, Texas, baptized the first converts of the Camargo church 
in Primera’s baptistery. Because I was one of those converts 
my first encounter with Baptist work enabled me to see the 
interaction of Mexican (Rev. Javier Castellanos), Mexican 
American (Rev. Cruz Rodriguez) and Anglo (Dr. Robert 
Smith) leaders. 

Following that first experience, in 1970 I attended the Valley 
Baptist Academy in Harlingen, Texas, where I went to high 
school and learned English.  In 1974 I moved to Lubbock  to 
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enroll at Texas Tech University where I received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree. Ben Mieth, another Texas Baptist leader, and his 
wife, Bertha, helped me transition from the Academy to Tech. 
During those years, I worked with Patrick Boateng, a recent 
immigrant from Ghana, to start a predominantly African-
American congregation. I graduated from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Forth Worth with a Master 
of Divinity degree and then earned a Ph.D. in theology with 
major emphasis in Christian Ethics and a minor in Church and 
State Studies in 1989.

My ministry experience covers ten years of partnership 
mission work in Latin America and Spain through the 
International Commission, church planting and pastoring in 
Texas and Tennessee, and editorial work in Spanish for five 
years and in English for four years at the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, which is now LifeWay Christian Resources. 
I also served as a missionary in the area of Latino church 
planting consultation with the North American Mission Board. 
Finally, the focus of my ministry since June of 2000 has been 
leadership training at Baptist University of the Américas in 
San Antonio, Texas (formerly Hispanic Baptist Theological 
Seminary). My reflection on the topic of leadership training 
among Latinas(os) in Texas draws from these life-experiences 
in Baptist work throughout these years.

The Beginning of Texas Baptist work among Mexicans 
(1880-1946)

Inhabitants of Texas of Spanish descent and those of northern 
European descent started their relationship in mutual distrust. 
The battle of the Alamo stands as the watershed moment that 
defined the contentious nature of that relationship. Northern 
Europeans, with their roots in the Protestant faith and their 
concern with maintaining the purity of their blood, contrasted 
with the Catholic faith of the Tejanos/Mexicanos, who were 
more concerned about maintaining their cultural roots than 



29

guarding the purity of their blood lines. The cultural distance 
between these two population groups in the late nineteenth-
century Texas cannot be downplayed.1

The start of Texas Baptist efforts in 1880 to breach that 
cultural and religious divide is told with unusual candor in the 
Centennial Story of Texas Baptists: 

Vanquishing hatred toward Mexicans, Texas Baptists independent 
of any other aid, now sent John Westrup and W. M. Flournoy as 
missionaries to Mexico; erected the first Baptist church in all 
Mexico, at Monterrey; in 1883 established the first Mexican 
Baptist church at Laredo; and through the munificence of Miss 
Eliza McCoy supported Manuel Treviño as superintendent of 
Mexican missions in Texas.2

Primera Iglesia Bautista Mexicana, the second Baptist church 
for Mexicans on Texas soil, was organized in San Antonio, 
Texas, in 1888.3 The city of San Antonio has played a key 
role in Latino Baptist work in Texas and in the United States. 
Because Baptists of Mexican descent converted primarily 
from Catholicism, they depended on Anglo Baptist leadership 
to educate them and to provide some of the impetus for starting 
Latino(a) Baptist organizations.

From the beginning of Texas Baptist work with Latinos(as) 
in the state, certain Baptist leaders saw the need to help provide 
theological training for Mexicans who would serve among 
the new Mexican converts and lead the new work and the 
established churches. In 1899, after being elected Secretary 
of Missions for the Texas Convention, J.B. Gambrell became 
aware of the need to evangelize the Mexican population and 
to provide leadership training for ministers. Annie Daniel Lee, 
the daughter of C. D. Daniel, recounted how her father came 
to lead in the work among Mexicans for the state convention: 
“Dr. Gambrell had a great interest in evangelizing the 
Mexican people, and when he saw that some of the ministers 
who worked leading some of the Mexican churches did not 
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have all the knowledge needed about the doctrinal principles 
of Baptists, he thought about the need for a well-educated 
minister who could teach and provide a good direction for the 
group of Mexican Pastors and this is why Dr. Gambrell set his 
eyes on my father.”4

At the beginning of the twentieth-century Gamrell recognized 
two essential elements that formed the heart of Baptists’ 
growth through the centuries, evangelism and education. The 
revivalism that strongly influenced Baptists throughout the 
United States, strongly influenced Latino(a) Texas Baptists, as 
well.5 

Baptists in Texas in general, and Texas Latino(a) Baptists 
in particular, maintained from the beginning of their history 
a deep commitment to evangelism and its corollary, church 
planting, and to education. This commitment to education led 
to the founding of Baylor University and later Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary early in the development of 
Texas Baptist life. During the 1940s, Latino(a) Baptists, in 
spite of limited financial resources and virtually no influence 
in society in general, founded three institutions to train leaders 
in the Latino(a) Baptist family: Baptist Bible Institute in 
Bastrop, Mexican Baptist Bible Institute in San Antonio, and 
Valley Baptist Academy in Harlingen. Of these three, only the 
Mexican Baptist Bible Institute, now Baptist University of the 
Américas, retains its original mission to train Latino(a) leaders 
for ministry.6 

At the beginning of Baptist work among Latinos(as), the 
primary mode used to train leaders was short-term, one to two-
week, intensive training sessions called “institutes.” During 
one of these institutes in San Antonio in 1910, the Mexican 
Baptist Convention of Texas was established.  The Bible 
institute model of training had been instituted by C. D. Daniel, 
and  Mrs. J. B. Gambrell had been instrumental in supporting 
these institutes.

The beginning efforts at leadership training for ministry 
included both Anglos and Latinos. Some of the key catalysts in 



31

training Mexican pastors included C. D. Daniel, Paul C. Bell, 
F. M. McConnell, Paul J. Siebenmann, and J. B. Gambrell. 
Francisco Morales, Matías Garcia and Santiago Garcia were 
three of the Latino leaders who worked diligently to educate 
Baptist Latinos(as). 

The absence of an educational requirement for Baptists to 
serve in ministry served to facilitate growth among Baptists. 
This practice has been especially useful among the Latino(a) 
population, where educational attainment has been traditionally 
low. Although Latinos(as) did not have a high level of 
academic attainment, they valued education. Paul Barton 
maintained that many Baptist, Presbyterian and Methodist 
leaders that began and sustained the Latina(o) work valued 
education before coming to Texas. Some of these leaders had 
attained commendable levels of education before they arrived. 
Therefore, the high value early Latino(a) Baptists placed on 
teaching and learning came from more than the Protestant 
missionary focus on education.7 

The combination of the practice of no educational 
requirement for ministry, coupled with the deep commitment 
to education, has provided a useful combination to fuel both 
evangelism and church planting with new ministers flowing 
into the system immediately or soon after their call to ministry. 
With the Instituto/Seminario in San Antonio and the Academia 
in Harlingen, Texas Baptists have had two unique training 
centers to funnel prospective ministry leaders.

Latino(a) Baptist Educational Institutions in Texas
(1947-2009)

Institutional responses to the growing need for leadership 
training among Latino(a) Baptists led to the founding of two 
institutions that have in some form remained: the Valley Baptist 
Academy (La Academia)in Brownsville and the Mexican 
Baptist Bible Institute (El Instituto or El Seminario) in San 
Antonio.8
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Valley Baptist Academy
 

The Valley Baptist Academy started the first semester in 
Brownsville in the fall of 1947 with twenty-eight students. 
Later, the school moved to Harlingen into a building vacated 
by the Baptist hospital in that city. The school moved in 1967 
to the present location on ninety acres of land. The Academy, 
serving the populations on both sides of the border, answered 
the needs to educate young people for ministry in the region.9

I came to the Academy in 1970 as a sixteen-year old new 
believer, and I found a vibrant faith community focused on 
educating Latinos(as), both young and not so young. Dr. 
Howard E. Gary had been president since 1952. He had 
assembled a competent team of educators that combined both 
Anglo and Latino(a) teachers: Mary Reyes, Manuel Galindo, 
Eziquiel Cervantes, Robert Rodriguez, Claude Hennessee, 
Forrest Wiggins, and Mildred Fulfer. From a student body 
whose total exceeded 150 between the years 1970-1974, 
about twenty percent expressed a call to ministry. Although 
not accredited, the Academy supplied a solid high school 
education. English as a Second Language (ESL) classes 
provided the needed training for students lacking a command 
of the English language. They moved to the appropriate grade 
level when they finished ESL. 

Of the twenty-five in the class of 1974, fifteen went to 
college, five became teachers, four finished Master’s degrees, 
one finished a Ph.D., and eight served in ministry. Two of 
the alumni from that class have contributed to leadership 
training. Dr. Daniel Sanchez, teaches at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and also served in missions in New 
York.  Marcos Elizondo, planted churches in Gainesville, 
Texas, graduated from Mary Hardin Baylor with a B.A. in 
Religion. He was part of the first graduating class of George 
W. Truett Baptist Theological Seminary, where he received his 
M.Div. degree. He serves as the Director for Ethnic Ministries 
for the State Convention of South Carolina. Elizondo arrived 
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at the Academy as an unbeliever, accepted the Lord as Savior, 
and surrendered to the ministry while a student at the school. 

The Academy has provided steady ministry leadership for the 
Rio Grande Valley churches, hospitals, and prisons, as well as 
for educational institutions in the Valley and elsewhere through 
leaders like Ezekiel Cervantes, Vidal Muñiz, Mary Reyes, 
Manuel Galindo, Sergio Ramos, Abiel Sifuentes, Joe Ruiz, Joe 
Jaime, Ernesto Lovera, Pablo Lovera, Jessie and Sara Perales, 
Juan and Martha Tovias, Aquiles Resendez, Aurora Muñoz, 
Daniel Sifuentes, Placido Sifuentes, Luis Mata, Dr. Eric Boy, 
Dr. Jacobo Latrache, Cecilia Cepeda, Anita Coronado, Rachel 
Ibarra, and Norma Gonzalez. This list includes ten public 
school teachers, two medical doctors, two chaplains, one social 
worker, and eleven pastoral/church ministers.

Valley Baptist Academy trained primarily Mexican and 
Mexican-American young people, but the school also 
enrolled students from the Virgin Islands and Latin America. 
The children of one of the Baptist pastors from Saint Thomas, 
along with several young people from his church, attended 
during the 1970s. John Harrington, the pastor’s son, was 
part of that group, and he quickly learned Spanish. In 1999, 
while working for the North American Mission Board, I went 
to Puerto Rico to lead a conference on church planting for 
Latino(a) church planters. John and his father attended the 
conference. The English-speaking Baptist church pastored by 
John’s father was ready to start a Spanish-speaking mission on 
the island, and John was going to be the church planter. The 
commitment of Texas Baptists to educational efforts among 
Latinos(as) thus extended all the way to the Virgin Islands 
through a young man trained at the Valley Baptist Academy 
in the 1970s.

In 1982, the Academy had 175 students, prompting Dr. 
Joshua Grijalva to predict a bright future for the school. 
Grijalva believed that the future offered an opportunity for 
further church plant expansion and for the challenge of an 
expanded ministry to students from the United States and other 
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countries. He stated, “Vision and finances are two essentials 
for the future. These will come by faith and prayer.”10

Unfortunately, Dr. Grijalva’s dreams did not become reality. 
Following the rich and fruitful years of the 1970s and early 
1980s came a period of decline and a shift of the mission 
away from educating Latino(a) youth. The Valley Baptist 
Academy’s primary educational mission activities, the ESL 
program and the high school program, were eliminated in the 
1990s.  The institution continued to provide non-accredited, 
Bible-institute level, theological education. The property and 
facilities still exist, but the change in mission culminated in the 
closing of the Academy. At present, the Board of Trustees and 
administrative leadership are exploring ways to place a greater 
focus on theological education and leadership training.

Latino(a) Baptists often speak of losing the Academy, with a 
sense of loss equivalent to the loss of a beloved family member. 
This sense of loss expressed by the Latino(a) Baptist family 
is real. They remember Texas Baptists’ great witness in the 
Valley when the Academy was a vibrant educational center. 
The Academy challenged young minds to discover and learn, 
but also to engage their hearts in a way that would result in a 
deep love for the Lord Jesus Christ and a practical expression 
of that love in ministry in the local church.

All statistics show that the population of the Rio Grande 
Valley of Texas is exploding. Texas Baptists need to seize this 
opportunity to reenter the field of Christian education in that 
region with a renewed vigor.  With the Latina(o) high school 
dropout rate higher than any other group, the Valley Baptist  
Academy needs to be returned to its original focus of educating 
Latino(a) youth in Texas and beyond.11

The Mexican Baptist Bible Institute

The same Baptist leaders that were instrumental in starting 
Valley Baptist Academy joined forces to establish the Mexican 
Baptist Bible Institute in San Antonio in 1947. The Institute 
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started in humble beginnings under the auspices of the San 
Antonio Baptist Association, conducting their first classes in 
the evenings at Palm Heights Baptist Church.12 The Institute 
changed its name to Hispanic Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and later to Hispanic Baptist Theological School. In 2003 the 
school’s name became Baptist University of the Américas. 
Some of the name changes related to accreditation and 
certification issues.

From its inception in 1947 until 2000, the primary language 
of instruction was Spanish. For most of those years, the school 
offered a non-accredited, non-certified diploma in traditional 
seminary areas such as  Bible, Religious Education, and 
Music.13 The school, though not yet accredited or certified by 
the state of Texas to offer degrees, provided quality education 
within the context of the Mexican culture. Graduates moved 
fluidly into successful ministry positions throughout Texas 
and the United States. With the exception of those who came 
from Latin America, Puerto Rico, and Spain which already 
had theological education, most Baptist Latino(a) ministers in 
Texas were trained either at the school or one of the affiliate 
Bible institutes.

This institution, like its sister school, the Valley Baptist 
Academy in Harlingen, experienced some of the best years 
in enrollment and support during the 1970s and 1980s. Gifted 
educators taught during those years such as Dr. Joshua Grijalva, 
Dr. José Rivas, Dr. Alcides Guajardo, Dr. Daniel Rivera, Dr. 
Fermin Flores, Dr. Abdias Mora, and Dr. Sylvestre Ayala. 
Unfortunately, again just like the Valley Baptist Academy, 
the San Antonio institution suffered a decline in enrollment 
during the 1990s when programs were dropped and reduced. 
Discussions circled about the possibility of closing the school. 
The institution’s leaders, however, made the decision to invite 
Dr. Albert Reyes as President of the school, and a new period 
of growth began during his tenure. Dr. Javier Elizondo arrived 
in 2000 to lead the student services area and later the academic 
area. Dr. Marconi Monteiro arrived to take leadership of the 
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student services area in 2003. With two credentialed leaders 
guiding the two most important areas in the University, the 
school was positioned to move forward aggressively.

In 2000 the institution changed the primary language of 
instruction to English. Students and many Latina(o) leaders 
in Texas strongly resisted this radical adjustment. Because 
of financial constraints, institutional leaders opted not to 
grandfather current students. Students instead faced the issue 
of language immediately. Some Latino(a) leaders interpreted 
this move as an abandonment by the school to the commitment 
to both the Spanish language and the Mexican heritage. A fear 
of this abandonment still exists in the Latino(a) Baptist family. 
Institutional leaders switched the teaching language primarily 
because they thought that programs in English would make 
the road to certification with the state and accreditation easier. 
Current leaders maintain that this development did, in fact, 
facilitate that move as their explanations demonstrate.

After the move to English occurred and an intensive English 
as a Second Language program was strengthened, school 
leaders saw other benefits besides accreditation. Before the 
language change, most of the students were Spanish-speakers 
only when they arrived. Though they left school with a solid 
theological education, they remained still primarily Spanish-
speakers only. Once they moved away from the San Antonio 
and the Texas border area, they were challenged in their 
ministry because they did not know English. While many of 
the students still arrive speaking only one language, after the 
shift to English instruction, students leave functionally bi-
lingual and bi-cultural.

The school also reaped the added benefit, because of English 
instruction, of enrolling students from other cultural/language 
groups such as African-Americans, Anglos, Koreans, Dutch, 
Hungarians, Japanese and Indians. This added diversity 
improved the educational experience of all students. In the 
spring semester of 2009, the University had an enrollment of 
216, with seventeen countries represented. This cross-cultural 
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experience enriches the ministry potential for success among 
BUA students.  Another advantage of English instruction 
affected enrollment. Latinos (as) who only spoke English were 
now able to consider coming to study at the school. School 
leaders found that many English speaking Latinos(as) desired 
to attend the University.

Three major events took place in 2003. First, the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board granted a certificate 
of authority for the school to offer a Bachelor of Arts in 
Biblical/Theological Studies. Next, the school became fully 
accredited by the Association for Biblical Higher Education. 
And last but not least, the school adopted the name Baptist 
University of the Américas (BUA). In 2005, BUA added an 
Associate of Arts degree, followed by a B.A. in Business 
Leadership and by a B.A. in Spanish in 2009.

Because of accreditation and certification, BUA students can 
now successfully transfer credits to other Baptist institutions 
and seminaries. Prior to 2003, graduates usually needed to 
attend another Baptist university for an additional two or three 
years in order to receive a B.A. in Bible or religion. Including 
the time to learn English, the process to attain a bachelor’s 
degree took a full-time student six to eight years. Since 2003, 
BUA students earn their B.A. and can transfer directly into 
Master’s programs at ATS seminaries and most religion 
departments of Baptist universities. 

Because a student learns English at BUA, the time needed to 
complete both a bachelor’s and master’s degree is shortened, 
as well. Consequently, now a student can earn the two degrees 
in about the same time as former students took to receive only 
a bachelor’s degree. There are a number of implications for 
Latino(a) leadership training: (1) students are able to learn 
English and do high school remediation work if needed; (2) 
they are able to move into a degree program at the same school; 
(3) they are able to progress in a timely manner avoiding 
discouragement and reducing drop-out rate; (4) they are able 
to graduate with the B.A. degree and move into their places of 
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ministry or a graduate program in a timely manner; and (5) the 
number of students who opt for pursuing graduate education 
is increased, producing a higher number of graduates who 
complete a higher level of academic training.

From 2003 to 2008, BUA graduated eighty-three ministry 
students with a B.A. in Biblical/Theological Studies. Of 
these graduates, twenty-seven, or 32.5%, entered a Master’s 
program and enrolled at least half-time at an ATS or other 
accredited school. Ten of those who began graduate school, 
from the twenty-seven, or 37%, have already received their 
Master’s degree, and the rest are still enrolled and making 
progress toward their degrees. In addition, six students are 
taking graduate courses but are enrolled less than half time 
or have interrupted their studies. Including the last group of 
six, the total number of BUA students who have progressed 
to graduate school totals thirty-three students, or 39.7% 
of the graduates. Two of these students have been accepted 
into Ph.D. programs, and one is applying to enter in the fall 
of 2009. Considering that Latino(a) enrollment at institutions 
accredited by the Association for Theological Schools has 
traditionally been fewer than 3%, BUA’s impact in preparing 
students for graduate academic work and facilitating their 
transfer to graduate school is remarkable.

Baptist University of the Americas enrolls more Latino(a) 
ministry students in its Biblical/Theological program than the 
other eight Texas Baptist universities and the two seminaries 
combined. Teaching and learning take place in the context of 
both the Latino(a) and Tejano(a) heritages, welcoming the 
contributions of other cultural groups as well. This unique 
culture provides two benefits. First, the feeling of being at home 
for Latino(a) students frees them to concentrate on the learning 
experience and reduces the amount of energy spent when forced 
to immerse in a foreign culture. Second, the Latino(a) context 
of the teaching and learning experience prepares students 
well for the work to be done in the Latino(a) congregations 
they serve and will serve in the future. Furthermore, Baptist 
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University of the Américas has the third largest religion 
department of the nine Texas Baptist universities. Only Baylor 
and Dallas Baptist University enroll more students in their 
religion department than BUA. 

Significant implications for future Latino(a) leadership 
training can be made as a result of the success of BUA. In 
2008 the University opened Piper Village, a student housing 
complex that can accommodate two hundred and fifty students 
instead of the former housing which only held seventy students. 
With this housing availability, enrollment is projected to climb 
to as high as five hundred within five years. Furthermore, if 
the percentages continue the present pattern, each year seventy 
to eighty students could graduate; twenty-three to twenty-six 
graduates could enter graduate programs; and seven to eight 
graduates could go into Ph.D. programs.

The University maintains a cross-cultural team of faculty 
and staff that includes Mexicans, Tejanos(as), Latinos(as), 
Anglos, Brazilians, and African Americans. Since the year 
2000, between 50% and 86% of the courses offered have 
been taught by professors with a terminal degree. The faculty 
team consists of highly credentialed educators with extensive 
experience in ministry and education. Faculty members with 
doctoral degrees include: Mario Ramos, Nora Lozano, Fred 
Loa, Jesus Romero, David Maltsberger, Javier Elizondo, 
Marconi Monteiro,  and Walter Goodman. Professors with 
one or more Master’s degrees consist of: Maria Monteiro 
(completed all courses for doctoral degree at Duke University), 
Terry Martinez, Ana Chavez, Sandee Elizondo (completed all 
coursework for the Ph.D. from Dallas Baptist University in 
May, 2009), Craig Bird, Ed Braswell, and Louis Villamar. 
To be able to assemble such a high number of credentialed 
professors in one place is a remarkable accomplishment, but 
to gather them in a small institution with limited financial 
resources is an even greater one.

Through the years, BUA has provided ministry leadership 
through the Instituto Bíblico Bautista, an extension program 
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of the University of non-accredited, non-certified diploma and 
certificates in Bible and Ministry that are offered primarily in 
Spanish. In 1999 the extension programs enrolled approximately 
one hundred and fifty students. In the spring of 2008, the 
enrollment reached 635 of whom 108 students graduated from 
either a diploma or certificate program. Because of accreditation 
concerns, the University asked the Office of Hispanic Work at 
the Baptist General Convention of Texas, under the direction 
of BUA graduate and former trustee Rolando Rodriguez, and 
the Hispanic Baptist Convention to adopt the Instituto Bíblico 
Bautista program. The three entities worked together to transfer 
the program to the Office of Hispanic Work in 2008. A history of 
successful ethnic leadership training programs working in non-
educational institutions in Baptist life already exists in the form 
of the Ethnic Leadership Centers at the Home Mission Board.

The Home Mission Board and the Ethnic 
Leadership Development Program

During the 1970s and 1980s, the two Texas schools worked in 
close relationship with the Home Mission Board and received 
support from the agency. Dr. Oscar Romo, a Texas Baptist, 
had moved from the Baptist General Convention of Texas to 
the Home Mission Board.  Dr. Romo, a well-educated and 
experienced minister who was also a gifted strategist, assembled 
a team of advisors and staff that developed a national strategy 
for reaching language groups. Already familiar with the Valley 
Baptist Academy and Hispanic Seminary, the two institutions 
benefited from the resources that the Home Mission Board 
provided. Some of the Texas Baptist Latinos that worked with 
Dr. Romo included Dr. Joshua Grijalva, Dr. Daniel Sanchez, 
Dr. Moises Rodriguez, Bob Sena, Eduardo do Campo, and 
Dr. Joe Hernandez. They implemented a national strategy for 
language missions that focused primarily on church planting. 
The plan, however, also included areas critical for a successful 
church plant.14
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The traditional training offered by the six Southern Baptist 
seminaries and Department of Seminary Extension failed to 
meet the needs for leadership training among Latinos(as) and 
other ethnic groups. The push for increased church planting 
efforts could not succeed without trained leadership. Master’s 
level programs enrolled few Latino(a) students. Many Latin 
Americans came to the United States committed to return to 
their countries of origin following the completion of their 
degrees, which made the number of Latinos(as) available for 
ministry in this country more reduced. The number available for 
church planting became even smaller knowing that Latinos(as) 
with a Master’s degree could expect invitations from already 
established churches and denominational agencies eager to 
receive trained leaders.

The Home Mission Board implemented an Ethnic Leadership 
Development program as one of the key components of its 
broader national strategy. The plan called for starting Ethnic 
Leadership Development Centers within different language 
groups. These Ethnic Leadership Development Centers (ELD) 
basically followed the program that the San Antonio Seminary 
used for its extension centers. Part of the growth of ethnic 
congregations throughout the country during the 1970s and 
1980s has been attributed to these ELD’s. In the Latino(a) 
context, the ELD concept already existed under the rubric of 
the Bible Institute or Instituto Bíblico. 15

At its peak, the ELD program consisted of more than one 
hundred and forty centers, with about twenty-five hundred 
students. Approximately 50% of the students were Latino(a). 
In 1998 leaders at the North American Mission Board (NAMB, 
formerly Home Mission Board) moved the Ethnic Leadership 
Development program from the ethnic area and changed the 
name to Contextual Leadership Development. Prior to the 
move, the primary language of instruction was the language 
of the ethnic group being taught. The success of the program 
led the leadership at NAMB to transfer it and to extend the 
services to English speakers in the United States. Unfortunately, 
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responsibility of leading the program transferred to people 
who did not understand the cultural context of training among 
language groups, and the program began to decline.

The institute model is used to educate the largest number of 
Latino(a) ministry leaders each year in the U.S. The church-
based extension programs function at an economical level and 
allow ministry students to remain in their places of residence 
and minister while continuing their theological studies. The 
local nature of the program allows a larger number of people 
to be trained, most of whom would not be able to relocate 
to a residential program. Therefore, the institutes raise the 
educational level of the people who enroll in these centers. 
They also increase the educational level of the professors 
who teach in these institutes since preparing for the teaching 
experience provides Latino(a) professors continuing education. 
The institute model, when used, raises the educational level of 
the whole community.16

In the United States where accreditation is important, the 
difficulty of finding resources for a non-accredited program 
challenges the Baptist Bible Institute concept. The financial 
problems also contribute to the problem of continuity of 
programming. On the other hand, when ethnic leaders control 
a funding source, such as NAMB, that values the impact of 
this type of training, new centers open and enrollment swells. 
Unfortunately, funding decisions made by administrators who 
do not value this type of training or who do not understand 
the cultural nuances, or both, bring a period of stagnation or 
decline.

Concluding Remarks on Latino(a) Baptist Leadership 
Training in Texas

1. It is imperative that Latino(a) and Non-Latino(a) Texas 
Baptist leaders work together to develop plans and strategies 
to meet the leadership training needs of the growing Latino(a) 
population.
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Historically, Texas experienced two periods when significant 
advances took place in leadership training of Latinos(as). The 
first time frame occurred in the 1940s when Texas Baptists 
created the Latino(a) Baptist educational institutions. The 
second period transpired during the 1970s and 1980s. During 
both eras committed leaders, Anglos and Latinos(as), joined 
forces to take every opportunity available to develop Latino(a) 
Baptist leaders. Usually, the missing link to maximize resources 
and to channel the energies of those who can invest in the task 
is leaders from the Anglo and Latino(a) Baptist family.

The two periods of aggressive advancement at the state 
and national levels showed a high degree of cooperation and 
concerted focus of energies from both Anglo and Latino(a) 
stakeholders. The organizational structure of Baptists in 
the state and national organizations makes it difficult for 
leaders to develop a unified plan. To the structural issues, the 
denominational conflict that became public in 1979 increased 
the intensity of difficulty for leaders working on issues, such 
as leadership development, that crossed lines of administrative 
control, approval, and funding.

2.  Leaders must persevere. One key characteristic for success 
is a willingness from both Anglo and Latino(a) educational 
leaders to persevere in the midst of continuous setbacks. Baptist 
University of the Américas failed in its first two attempts to 
achieve certification by the state before finally succeeding. 
School leaders, trustees, denominational leaders, and students 
continued to persevere, even when funds were denied or 
withheld and when key stakeholders publicly and privately 
questioned the value of certification and accreditation.

Realistically, national, state, regional, and local strategies 
exist that address this complicated and difficult issue. Texas 
Baptists (and Baptists at the national level) must be realistic 
about the audience from which we draw the leaders that need 
training. Texas Baptists’ efforts are part of the solution to this 
critical problem, a key part of the solution, for the Latino(a) 
Baptist family in the U.S. 
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3. The strategic Latino(a) educational leadership plan 
must include training at all levels.  Leaders tend to become 
preoccupied with the level of training they provide, be it high 
school, Bible institute, college, or graduate school. A “silo 
mentality” is counter-productive to achieving and succeeding 
at the task. Educational leaders must develop transfer 
mechanisms that ensure a safe transfer from one educational 
level to the next. Students cannot be allowed to fall through 
the cracks if they have the potential to reach a higher level of 
training. The mentoring role of faculty members is essential 
to success in this task because of the possibility of significant 
cultural shifts as a student moves from one institution to 
another.

Furthermore, outdated paternalistic misconceptions about 
what types of leaders Hispanics need must be challenged. 
The parents of a Hispanic Tejano Baptist young man came 
to me a few months ago. He was graduating from a Texas 
Baptist university, and he was being told he should not try 
to get a graduate degree because that would cause him to be 
overeducated for the community that he served in as pastor of 
a Hispanic Baptist church. This sinful talk and practice among 
Texas Baptists must be abandoned: We need the most educated 
Baptist Hispanic leaders we can get! And we must not settle 
for less.

4. Hire for the future. The one blinding weakness in 
Latino(a) leadership training across educational institutions in 
Baptist life (and in other denominational colleges and schools 
as well) is the lack of adequate Latina(o) educators represented 
in education, especially in higher education. Students need 
role models in classrooms and administrative offices. With the 
influx of Latino(a) youth moving into college-age range, this 
issue offers recruitment and retention implications. The more 
Latino(a) faculty members and administrators in a school, 
the higher the probability that more Latino(a) students will 
be recruited and retained, especially in small colleges. With 
percentages of Anglo college students decreasing, this may be 
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one of the factors that will allow some small colleges to grow 
and cause others to fail. 

5. Think creatively about transfer of leadership. When the 
Portuguese arrived in Brazil and founded the first law school 
in the country, the Portuguese professors stayed in faculty and 
leadership positions only until the first class graduated. Then, 
they selected from the first class of graduates the ones who 
would lead and teach, and they began to transfer the leadership 
to indigenous hands.17 Not many examples exist of that kind 
of rapid and fluid transition from one people group to another. 
Texas Baptist leaders must fight rationalization techniques that 
keep them from sharing leadership. The transfer of leadership 
of Dr. Francisco J. Cigarroa demonstrates an excellent 
example. When he was hired to lead the Health Science Center 
in San Antonio, he had no prior administrative experience, but 
he proved to be a gifted leader, outstanding administrator, 
and successful fundraiser. Now, he is transferring to lead the 
University of Texas system. Hopefully, under his leadership 
the University of Texas system will be more in touch with the 
needs of the Latino(a) population, as well as more aggressive 
in developing strategies that will allow more Latinos(as) to 
succeed in higher education.

6. Texas Baptist leaders must be intentional about Latino(a) 
Baptist leadership training as it relates to budgetary priorities. 
The state of Texas and the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas seem to have the same difficulty deciding on the priority 
of the educational needs of their constituents. If significant 
advances are to be made in Latino(a) leadership training, 
significant resources need to be allocated for that purpose. The 
fact that Texas Baptists have the only two international Baptist 
educational institutions whose sole purpose is the training of 
Latino(a) leaders speaks to the willingness of Texas Baptist to 
contribute human and financial resources to this task. 

7. Continue to fight against sinful discriminatory 
undercurrents in denominational life. While we advocate 
the use of resources to train the largest number of Latino(a) 



46

leaders using the Instituto model, we must fight the tendency 
to rationalize this as the only training in which we need to 
engage.  Our Latino(a) ministry students deserve the best 
educational delivery systems we can develop, from secondary 
to post-secondary and graduate education.

The period of advancement at the Baptist University of 
the Américas in this first decade of the twenty-first century 
coincided with a period of retrenchment at the Valley 
Baptist Academy. Texas Baptists need both of these historic 
institutions functioning at optimum level in order to make 
a significant impact in leadership training among Latino(a) 
Baptists. These two institutions have been key players 
since 1947 in leadership training among Latinos(as). They 
can continue to play that key role for decades to come. 
Baptist leaders in Texas and in the U.S. must continue to put 
secondary issues aside in order to deal with the critical issue 
of training the Latino(a) leaders that are needed to meet the 
needs of this population group. What partnerships can be 
developed between those institutions that address remedial 
education and those that do ESL or Institute type of training? 
Are there partnerships that can be developed between these 
institutions and those that provide collegiate training and 
graduate education? Can Baptists develop a seamless program 
from remedial education to graduate leadership training for 
Latino(a) leaders? These are some of the questions that are 
being raised among Latino(a) leaders who are involved in 
leadership training.

          Javier Elizondo
                                Baptist University of the Americas
                                        San Antonio, Texas
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THE IMPACT OF SOCIAL PROGRESSIVE T. B. 
MASTON UPON SOUTHERN BAPTIST LIFE IN 

THE TWENTIETH-CENTURY

T. B. Maston was one of the most significant Southern Baptists of 
the twentieth century.  More than any other figure, Maston was the 
preeminent shaper of Christian ethics and Christian social concern 
among Southern Baptists.  Maston’s emphasis on applying 
the gospel to all aspects of life made his name synonymous 
with Christian ethics in the Southern Baptist Convention.1  
By establishing a course on Christian ethics and later a doctoral 
program in the same area at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Maston led the trend to focus on social issues among 
some Southern Baptists.  Eventually, Christian Ethics would 
become a field of academic inquiry at every Southern Baptist 
seminary.  Maston also helped to birth Christian Life Commissions, 
both on the national level and in many of the state conventions.

An examination of selected views of T. B. Maston is a 
revealing picture of the ideas of social progressives in twentieth-
century Southern Baptist life.  Maston was a pioneer in many 
areas, particularly the arena of race relations.  Maston’s legacy 
is perhaps his most significant influence, a legacy that lives on 
in the contributions of his students and their work.  A study 
of T.B. Maston will help Baptists recover his influence upon 
Baptists in the South in the twentieth-century.

T. B. Maston:  A Biographical Overview
 

  Born in East Tennessee on November 26, 1897, Thomas 
Buford Maston answered the call to Christian ministry shortly 
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after being “born again” at the age of sixteen.2  In 1916, Maston 
entered the Baptist-affiliated Carson-Newman College where 
he excelled as a student-athlete on the football team.  After 
graduating from Carson-Newman College in 1920, Maston 
entered Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas where he earned both the Master of Religious 
Education and Doctor of Religious Education degrees.3  
Convinced that further education would significantly enhance 
his teaching ministry, Maston enrolled at Yale University 
and earned his Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1939.  In 
1943, Maston became the one-man faculty in Southwestern 
Seminary’s newly established Department of Christian Social 
Ethics, which was located in the School of Theology.4

After his retirement in 1963, Maston continued to teach, 
serving as a visiting professor in numerous colleges and 
seminaries for nearly two decades.  He also held lectureships in 
many universities and seminaries in the United States, as well 
as lecturing abroad to missionaries and to military personnel.  
Over the course of his teaching career, Maston wrote twenty-
two books, nearly all of them dealing with ethics and social 
concerns, and published hundreds of Sunday School lessons 
and articles for newspapers and journals.  Although never 
ordained to the gospel ministry, Maston held several interim 
pastorates and served as a deacon at Gambrell Street Church 
of Fort Worth, where he was a member from 1920 until his 
death in 1988.5

A Biblically-Based Social Ethic

In his oral memoirs, Maston acknowledged that his family 
environment nurtured and stimulated his interest in social issues.  
Growing up as the son of a sharecropper turned railroad-section 
hand, Maston always identified with the working poor.  He noted 
that family conditions “have explained to some degree what I 
hope has been a genuine, sincere interest in the underprivileged, 
the poor, and the disinherited in general in our society.”6
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Maston encountered the social teachings of the Bible 
for the first time while he was a student at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary.  During his first year at 
Southwestern, Maston took several courses that dealt with 
social Christianity.  His teacher, W.T. Conner, a former student 
of Walter Rauschenbusch, exposed Maston to the teachings 
of social gospel thinkers such as Rauschenbusch, Washington 
Gladden, and others.  In order to broaden his social thinking, 
Maston enrolled at Yale University in 1932.  At Yale, Maston 
studied under the renowned Christian ethicist H. Richard 
Niebuhr and examined the writings of neo-orthodox scholars 
such as Reinhold Niebuhr, Karl Barth, and Emil Brunner.  
The influence of H. Richard Niebuhr on Maston was truly 
incalculable.  Maston clearly utilized Richard Niebuhr’s 
paradigm of “Christ transforming culture” for approaching 
social ethics in his writing and teaching.7

Throughout his life, T.B. Maston attempted to help 
Christians understand the source of Christian ethics.  
According to Maston, this indispensable source was the 
“will of God revealed in the Bible.”8  Maston held the Bible 
to be authoritative, trustworthy, truthful, and dependable, 
and it formed the foundation of his social thought.  His 
hermeneutic was Christocentric.  He evaluated Scripture in 
light of the teachings of Christ.  For example, in his classic 
work, The Bible and Race, Maston highlighted Galatians 
3:26-28 and the Apostle Paul’s declaration that “In Christ” 
there is neither “slave nor free.”  Racial equality was rooted 
in the belief that all persons were equal because of the 
redeeming work of Christ.  This equality was not simply 
an inner spiritual relationship, as segregationists would 
have contended, but was a racial equality that extended to 
the physical and social realms.9  Although Maston had a 
profound appreciation for the discipline of sociology and 
other social sciences, he never allowed them to supersede 
the authority of the Scripture.10  In his book, Biblical Ethics, 
Maston argued that contemporary Christian living was 
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morally deficient because it “has given up its own ethical 
standards drawn by the Bible.”11

Maston studied the Bible carefully to discover principles 
that one could apply to every situation that might arise in 
the life of a Christian.  In his writings and in the classroom, 
Maston addressed a panoply of ethical concerns.  However, 
Maston’s social ethic was not without controversy.  In addition 
to opposing communism, alcohol, gambling, and the excesses 
of capitalism, he took many controversial stands on issues 
such as sex education in public schools, capital punishment, 
and abortion.  Maston believed that since many parents and 
churches failed to educate their children and youth on sex, 
public schools had a duty to provide a well-planned and 
comprehensive sex education program for all students.12  In 
the 1971 publication, The Conscience of a Christian, Maston 
advocated revising state laws concerning abortion.  With proper 
safeguards, Maston felt that abortion should be permitted 
in the limited cases of incest, rape, and when the health of 
the mother was in jeopardy. He felt that any justification for 
capital punishment violated the spirit and the basic teachings 
of the New Testament.13

The Issue of Racial Equality

Throughout the first half of the twentieth-century, Southern 
Baptists, as well as other Christian groups in the South, were 
“culturally captive” and continued to believe in white superiority 
and considered segregation to be the accepted, and biblical way 
of life.  T. B. Maston joined a minority of progressive Southern 
Baptists who pushed for racial equality.  Nearly thirty years before 
the heroic activity of Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
of 1955-56, Maston addressed race relations in his writings and in 
the classroom.  By 1946, Maston had established himself as the 
leading advocate for racial justice among Texas Baptists.  For three 
decades, Maston served as the conscience of a denomination whose 
roots were neck-deep in the culture of the segregated South.14  
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Maston’s first call for racial equality came in the form of a 
pamphlet entitled “Racial Revelations,” which was published 
in 1927 by the Woman’s Missionary Union of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.15  This pamphlet was followed by a series of 
Sunday School and Training Union lessons on race throughout 
the 1930s, one of which was entitled “The Christian Attitude 
toward Other Races.”16  In 1938, Maston designed and taught 
an ethics course at Southwestern Seminary called “Social 
Problems in the South” which concentrated largely on race.  
During the middle of World War II, Maston taught “The Church 
and the Race Problem.”  For this course, he took his class of 
young seminarians on field trips through black neighborhoods 
in Fort Worth.  They studied first-hand specific aspects of Fort 
Worth’s racial problems such as the disparities between the 
white and black public schools.  Maston also regularly invited 
prominent African-American community leaders to lecture to 
his classes on various issues pertaining to race.17

Maston believed that in order for Southern Baptists to speak 
effectively to contemporary society, they must first confront 
the “race issue” which he felt was America’s most pressing 
social concern.18  Out of his desire to change the hearts and 
minds of Southern Baptists, Maston published his first book 
on race in 1946.  “Of One:” A Study of Christian Principles 
and Race Relations was a clarion call for racial equality based 
on the biblical principle that “God is no respecter of persons” 
(Acts 10:34) and on the example of Jesus’ acceptance of 
the Samaritans who were typically considered to be racially 
inferior by the Jewish religious leaders of his day.19  In this 
groundbreaking book, Maston set out Christian principles that 
were applicable to contemporary race relations.  He asserted 
that spiritual equality involved social equality. Because race 
was a moral issue, Maston contended that the moral forces 
of society, including churches, should take the lead in its 
solution.  He wrote, “It is the church’s business to be in the 
vanguard of the moral forces of society.  It will be a tragedy 
of tragedies for the churches of Christ to surrender their moral 
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leadership to some social agency, political party, or labor 
organization.”20  

Because Maston was convinced that churches should take the 
lead in the quest for solutions to social ills, he suggested that 
Christians should not avoid the political arena.  He believed 
that Christian principles needed to be applied to the affairs of 
government.21  Thus, Maston advocated that Christians should 
be engaged in public policy discussions.  He insisted that 
“one of the chief threats to political democracy was the poor 
citizenship of good people.”22  According to Maston, Christian 
citizenship requires that individuals actively participate in the 
political process from the local level to the national arena.23

According to one historian, the book “Of One” was 
“disagreed with by many and ignored by many more.”  In a 
letter to Maston, a fellow Southern Baptist wrote that the book 
“is not Christian or American!...and if that is what you teach 
in the Seminary, and elsewhere, you should not be allowed to 
teach, or instruct.  I never want one of my children to become 
indoctrinated with such nonsense!”24  However, “Of One” 
influenced some Southern Baptists positively, particularly 
women who were involved in some of the more progressive 
ministries of the Woman’s Missionary Union.25 

Unlike many Southern Baptist progressives, T.B. Maston 
worked to cure long-standing social ills, particularly racism, 
through his involvement with various civil rights organizations.  
As early as the mid 1940s Maston was an active member in the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the National Urban League, and the Southern 
Regional Council.  Maston was not merely a dues-paying 
member but actually served on the Executive Board of Fort 
Worth’s branch of the Urban League for several years.26

Maston’s activism made him a target for bitter verbal abuse 
from prominent fundamentalists.27  The hate mail continued 
to arrive and many of his fellow Southern Baptists dubbed 
Maston a “nigger lover” and a “communist.”28  Despite the 
disparaging criticism, Maston’s work and efforts helped lead 
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the developing moderate leadership of the Southern Baptist 
Convention to push through a resolution in 1954 that affirmed 
the Brown v. Board of Education decision of the United States 
Supreme Court— to strike down the doctrine of “separate 
but equal” as being consistent with both constitutional and 
Christian principles.29  Five years after the landmark Brown 
decision, Maston authored two more books on race: The Bible 
and Race and Segregation and Desegregation. In both books, 
Maston set forth what he believed to be a biblical mandate for 
breaking down walls of racial division in the society and the 
church.30

The Issue of Interracial Marriage

The greatest fear in the South and among Southern 
Baptists concerning integration and “social equality” was the 
“amalgamation of the races.”  The possibility of interracial 
marriage horrified many Southern Baptists who still clung 
to a belief in the purity of the white race.  Segregationists 
resorted to their typical method of proof-texting the Bible to 
oppose interracial marriage.  Unfortunately, Southern Baptist 
progressives wrote little about interracial marriage.  Instead, 
they looked to T.B. Maston to address such a difficult subject.  
According to Foy Valentine, executive director of the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Christian Life Commission, Maston was 
“the best man in the country to do it.”31

In many editorials published in state convention newspapers, 
most notably The Baptist Standard, Maston adamantly argued 
that one could not use prohibitions regarding intermarriage in 
the Old Testament to support arguments against contemporary 
interracial marriage.  He emphasized that the Bible did not 
contain a direct, authoritative word for or against interracial 
marriages.  Thus, Southern Baptists who sought “divine 
approval” for their dogmatic opposition to interracial marriage 
had misinterpreted Scripture.32  Maston once remarked that 
if “people were not so prejudiced, and hence could think 
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straight they would realize how unfounded are most of the 
fears regarding intermarriage.”33

The Attitude of Churches Toward Integration 

Like other major denominations, the Southern Baptist 
Convention voiced support for the landmark 1954 Brown 
decision and passed numerous resolutions regarding race 
relations during the 1950s and 1960s.  However, many local 
congregations kept their silence on this divisive issue.  Maston 
and other racial progressives believed that such silence was 
unacceptable.  The church, said Maston, “cannot perform 
God’s prophetic function in a community unless the prophetic 
voice is in the pulpit and the prophetic spirit is in the pew.”  In 
his view, Southern Baptists who remained silent on the issue 
of race and integration lost the ability to speak prophetically 
to society.  Maston placed the responsibility for ethical race 
relations squarely on the shoulders of the church.34  Maston 
explained:

If the church will not dare to be the church in the fullest possible 
sense, if it will not take seriously the Christian ethic, applying its 
principles to race and other areas of life, then it will lose its own 
soul.  Without the Christian ethic the Christian church becomes an 
empty shell, a corpse that has lost the power to give life because 
the life principle no longer resides in it.35

Maston declared that “in a time of crisis or potential crisis 
pastors should be willing to stand up and be counted.”36  
He encouraged Southern Baptists to open up their local 
association and state convention meetings to members of all 
Baptist churches regardless of race.  According to Maston, 
“the more we open all our meetings to those of other racial 
groups the more we realize that we as well as they are blessed 
by our meeting together.”37  He promoted fellowship between 
and white and black pastors, white and black youth groups, 
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and white and black women’s organizations.  He argued that 
Southern Baptist congregations must revise their membership 
policies so to have an open-door invitation towards all races.  
He often asked, “How can any church claim to be ‘the church 
of God,’ the church where Christ is head, if it does not open 
its doors for worship to all and its membership to all men and 
women of life, faith, and order.”38  Integration was the goal and 
Maston knew such a lofty goal could never be fully realized 
until blacks were accepted into the life of the church on the 
same basis as white members.  

The Influence of T.B. Maston Upon 
Southern Baptist Leaders and Institutions

Following World War II, a small number of Southern Baptist 
leaders, labeled the “progressive elite” by Andrew Manis, 
began to exert a real and effective influence on Southern 
Baptists.  Members of the “progressive elite” challenged the 
racial and social attitudes of many in the Baptist Southland.  
These Southern Baptist progressives played a significant 
role in challenging Baptist acceptance of Southern cultural 
mores.39

Maston’s prominence as the leading ethicist in Southern 
Baptist life established him clearly as one of the “progressive 
elite.”  Virtually every southern state claimed a progressive 
leader.  Texas laid claim to numerous prominent progressive 
leaders, including A.C. Miller, Foy Valentine, Jimmy Allen, 
James Dunn, and, of course, T.B. Maston.  Some progressives 
like Blake Smith, pastor of University Baptist Church in Austin, 
Texas were theologically liberal, but Maston and others were 
committed to traditional conservative theology.

The “progressive elite” exerted their influence most 
thoroughly through the work of the Christian Life Commissions 
of the Southern Baptist Convention and the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas (BGCT).  Through reports, resolutions, 
initiatives, and countless pamphlets and other publications, 
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these two Christian Life Commissions attempted to change 
the attitudes and positions of Southern Baptists on racial 
injustice and a host of other social issues.  These commissions 
functioned as lighthouses for Southern Baptists on the issue of 
race relations illuminating both problems and solutions.  They 
became the apex of Southern Baptists’ expression of Christian 
ethics.40

T.B. Maston played an important role in the formation of the 
Christian Life Commission of the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas.  He has been credited as the person most directly 
responsible for the founding of the Christian Life Commission 
of Texas and in making Texas Baptists aware of the social 
application of the gospel.41  In 1949, a three-man committee 
consisting of Maston, A.C. Miller, and William R. White, then 
president of Baylor University,  met to study ways in which 
Texas Baptists could most effectively confront social problems 
such as race relations, gambling, communism, and persistent 
threats of war.  At the 1949 annual meeting of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas, the three men issued a report 
that courageously declared that an “outstanding weakness 
of organized Christianity has been and is its failure to apply 
consistently the moral ideals and principles of the Christian 
gospel to all of life.”42

From this trio evolved the “Committee of Seven” with 
Maston serving as its chair.  The following year, the committee 
recommended that the BGCT establish an agency designed to 
give denominational attention to social Christianity.  Although 
the purpose of this new agency was to address social issues, 
Maston and his committee purposefully avoided including 
the word social in its name.  The overriding reason for this, 
according to Maston, “was the prejudice of many Southern 
Baptists toward the so-called ‘social gospel.’”  Prominent 
Texas Baptists such as David Gardner, editor of the influential 
Baptist Standard and W.A. Criswell, pastor of First Baptist 
Dallas, were on record as strong opponents of the Social 
Service Commission of the SBC and essentially any form of 
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social activism.  In their view, the one and only mission of the 
church was to evangelize the masses.  As a result, Maston’s 
Committee of Seven chose to name the new agency the 
Christian Life Commission.43

Without a doubt, T.B. Maston made an indelible imprint on 
the Texas Christian Life Commission.  More than any other 
individual, Maston defined and established the character 
of the commission.  He served on the original three-man 
committee, chaired the Committee of Seven, and functioned 
as the commission’s longest serving board member.44  During 
this time, he helped to move the policies of the Texas CLC 
toward responsible scholarship by developing a series of 
widely distributed pamphlets that guided Texas Baptists 
in applying Christianity to virtually every aspect of life.  
An examination of the history of the Texas Christian Life 
Commission demonstrates that the commission adopted 
Maston’s approach to biblical ethics.  Like Maston, the Texas 
CLC consistently advocated moderation and gradualism when 
seeking to effect social change.  Maston’s vision of social 
Christianity as well as his methodology for approaching 
social concerns found patent institutional expression in the 
Texas CLC.45

Persons trained by Maston enjoyed disproportionate 
influence on the Christian Life Commissions of the SBC and 
Texas.  Thirty professional Baptist ethicists served as full-time 
employees during the first thirty years of the existence of the 
SBC’s Christian Life Commission.  Maston heavily influenced 
seventeen of those thirty.  Twelve of these ethicists studied with 
him and the other five studied with his students, C.W. Scudder 
and William Pinson.  In fact, Maston’s first doctoral student 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Foy Valentine, 
later served as the Executive Secretary of the SBC’s Christian 
Life Commission for twenty-seven years (1960-1987).46

Maston’s influence in Texas appeared just as strong.  Three of 
the first four directors of the Texas Christian Life Commission 
received their doctoral degrees at Southwestern Seminary 
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under the tutelage of T.B. Maston: Foy Valentine (1953-1960), 
Jimmy Allen (1960-1968), and James Dunn (1968-1980).  Of 
the three Maston-trained directors, two left the Texas Christian 
Life Commission to run other national organizations funded 
by the Southern Baptist Convention that dealt exclusively with 
ethics and religious liberty issues.  Valentine left the Texas CLC 
in 1960 to lead the SBC’s Christian Life Commission, and 
Dunn left in 1980 to run the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, a position he held for twenty years.  Like Dunn and 
Valentine, Jimmy Allen left the Texas CLC and moved on to 
influential denominational positions.  Allen served as President 
of both the Baptist General Convention of Texas (1970-1971) 
and the Southern Baptist Convention (1978-1979).  In 1980, 
he became President of the Radio and Television Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention.47

Utilizing the Baptist state newspapers, Maston wrote regular 
columns and articles to explain in clear terms to the laity the 
challenges of the gospel.  He also exerted influence by writing 
over 275 publications for the Baptist Sunday School Board.  
Maston’s Sunday School lessons were read and studied by tens 
of thousands of Southern Baptist men, women, and children.  
Faithful Southern Baptists regularly used literature written 
by T.B. Maston during Sunday night Training Union Bible 
studies and on Wednesday nights at Woman’s Missionary 
Union meetings.48  The impact of these and Maston’s other 
books across more than five decades was, without question, 
significant.

Conclusion

Bill Moyers, former aide to President Lyndon B. Johnson 
and internationally known journalist who studied with T.B. 
Maston once said, “When I’m asked to define Christian ethics, 
my best answer is Tom Maston.  What the Old Testament 
prophets taught, he lived.  He showed us that the theater 
of Christian ethics is not the pulpit, the classroom or the 
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counselor’s corner, but all of life.”49  William Pinson, another 
former student, evaluated Maston’s influence on Southern 
Baptist life.  Maston, he believed, “served as a conscience for 
Southern Baptists.”  He troubled Southern Baptists regarding 
their “racism, materialism, and provincialism.”50  

T.B. Maston was undoubtedly a pioneering and influential 
progressive voice in the Southern Baptist Convention during 
much of the twentieth century.  Unlike his fellow Southern 
Baptists, Maston refused to be “at ease in Zion.”  Maston was 
not comfortable in a southern culture characterized especially 
by racism.  This unease led Maston to challenge the southern 
status-quo.  Maston did not propose radical legislative 
solutions to effect social change but instead adopted a more 
gradualistic approach to politics.  His primary purpose was 
not the redemption of social structures.  Maston understood 
social reform as the by-product of individuals applying their 
Christian faith to all aspects of life.  Maston believed that 
ultimately society would change as individual hearts changed.  
It was the responsibility of individual Christians and their 
churches to take the lead in promoting racial equality.  

Consequently, Maston devoted many years of his life to 
persuading Southern Baptists to abandon their belief in 
white superiority and to adopt a biblically-based social ethic 
grounded in the New Testament principle that “God is no 
respecter of persons.”  Through countless books and articles, 
Maston urged Southern Baptists to embrace the spiritual 
equality and social equality of all races.  He courageously 
called on churches to take the lead in finding a solution to 
the racial crisis and other social ills.  Throughout his ministry 
to Southern Baptists on race issues, Maston demonstrated 
that a progressive social ethic that challenges the cultural 
status-quo along with a Christocentric evangelistic orthodoxy 
is not a combination that is inherently contradictory.  Such 
a combination, as Maston’s ministry has revealed, clearly 
has the potential to transform culture in a meaningful way.  
Without a doubt, T.B. Maston served as an effective conscience 
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to Southern Baptists about a gospel that would not separate 
evangelism from social ministry.

 
                               Aaron Douglas Weaver

                         Baylor University
            Waco, TX
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GEORGE W. TRUETT:  HAWK OR DOVE?

In January of 1917, Arthur Zimmerman, the Foreign Secretary 
of the German Empire, sent an encoded telegram on a circuitous 
route in an attempt to open a back channel to Mexico.  In it, he 
infamously promised the Mexican government that Germany 
would liberally finance them if Mexico merely declared war 
on the U.S., and then for their trouble, after the war Germany 
would generously let Mexico have Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Texas.

Of course the telegram was intercepted and decoded by the 
British on the European side of the Atlantic.  But even then, 
the audacious content of it led most sane people in the west, 
including President Woodrow Wilson, to assume it was a hoax.  
To clear up the matter, the blundering Zimmerman publically 
declared the offer was legitimate, and, as one can imagine, 
“all hell broke loose”, especially in Texas.  Coupled with the 
resumption of unrestricted submarine warfare, the resulting 
outcry smashed Wilson’s efforts to maintain U. S. neutrality.  
A mere one month later, the U.S. declared war on Germany, 
and Mexico politely told Zimmerman that he was, “Livin’ la 
vida loca.”  

Consequently, most pastors in America led the charge to rally 
the nation in a fight that they described as one against good 
and evil.  Or, as George W. Truett , the pastor of the world’s 
largest Baptist church put it, a “battle between paganism and 
the highest civilization.”1  Historians such as Sydney Ahlstrom 
and Winthrop Hudson have castigated preachers who, in their 
opinions, “sold out” the gospel in World War I by unashamedly 
supporting the war effort.2  Echoing Ray Abram, who wrote 
an early work on the issue, they portrayed pastors as servants 
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of the state and the church as a “handmaiden of Mars.”3 To 
be honest, one finds a great deal of hostility among Christian 
pastors and leaders toward Germany.  Preachers often described 
Kaiser Wilhelm II, the German Emperor, as Beelzebub or more 
colorfully, “His Satanic Majesty, incarnate.” Others agreed 
with Cortland R. Myers of the Baptist Temple in Brooklyn 
who announced, “If the Kaiser is a Christian then the devil in 
hell is a Christian and I am an atheist.”4

H. Leon McBeth points out that Truett fully supported the 
war, convinced that a divinely ordained victory was assured 
and that Christianity, indeed, all of humanity would one day be 
much better off for it.5  Indeed one does not have to look very 
far to find George W. Truett shamelessly glorifying the war:

…America is in this world war to make war against war, to make 
a war for real peace, a peace based on righteousness, and a peace 
to last….

Germany has counted as unworthy of reverence God’s ten 
commandments and God’s moral law, which is the hope of nations 
as well as the hope of individuals.  Germany has sought and is 
seeking to exalt one idea to which all men must come, namely, 
that might shall be the supreme standard for civilization.  That 
doctrine is the doctrine of barbarians; it is the doctrine of savages, 
and Germany’s pronouncement of that doctrine and her effort to 
enthrone it in the social order is without a parallel in all history of 
nations, from the first one till the last.6

John F. Piper was one of the first to call into question the 
oversimplified approach of Ahlstrom and Hudson, and he 
especially criticized Abrams for failing to see the complexity 
of this issue.  He argued that many Christian leaders were well 
aware of the tension between the call of Christ to forgive one’s 
enemy and the call of the government to defend the nation 
through warfare.  They struggled inwardly to discern how to 
lead in this most difficult predicament.  They agonized over the 
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question, “How do I harmonize the violence of war with the 
ultimate command to love one’s neighbor?”  But the European 
war changed them.7 George W. Truett was one such man.

Looking at the full record of George W. Truett’s thoughts 
on war, one finds a thoughtful ethicist consistently skeptical 
about solving world problems through war.  It is misleading 
to judge his thoughts on war based primarily on his words 
uttered in response to the revelations about Zimmerman’s 
telegram.  When loved ones are threatened, only the most 
ardent pacifist does not want to blow something up, which is 
why Truett supported Wilson’s call to send troops overseas. 
But Truett’s public confidence and cheering for the war belied 
an inner angst he felt. He hoped for a quick end to the violence 
and a new world ruled by rational and moral men who would 
bring to fruition Wilson’s prophecy that this would be a war 
to end all wars, inaugurating an age safe for democracy.  
Significantly, Truett’s did not trust in the methodology of a just 
war but in the institution of governments to create a just world 
where warfare no longer existed.  It is in this, as this paper will 
reveal, that Truett became disillusioned as he distanced himself 
increasingly from the state.  But he did not lose hope.  Rather, 
he became convicted that his misplaced trust in government 
must now turn to the church and to Christian education as the 
great hopes for society.

To get a more complete picture, one must look beyond 
heated rhetoric and examine Truett’s comments prior to the 
war, before the nation was swept up in emotion.  One must 
also consider the depths of his thoughts while immersed in the 
reality of the war, as he toured the battlefields and came face 
to face with its horrors.  Finally, one must take a look at how 
Truett involved himself in the postwar reconstruction of the 
world, where he gradually shifted his efforts from influencing 
government to building denominational institutions.

In 1907, Truett gave an address at the Texas State Peace 
Congress in Waco entitled, “Why Save Human Life?”  In 
his address, he spoke passionately with timeless words.   He 
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expounded upon the dignity of humanity and its infinite 
inherent value.  He warned that a nation that extolled gold and 
silver or material strength over the sanctity of life was doomed 
to erode and crumble like the grand structures of the Roman 
Empire.  He applied this principle to the arms race he saw 
in Europe and even in the United States.  Truett complained 
about the vast sums of money spent, pointing out that though 
the U.S. population had increased by ten percent over the 
past decade, military spending had increased three-hundred 
percent.  In a powerful anecdote, he described how the price 
of one battleship could build another Harvard University.  
Then in his own eloquent way, he called for disarmament.  He 
asked, “Can it be reasonably doubted that the world would 
be far better off if all the great fighting fleets of battleships 
were sunk to the depths of the sea, and no navy left, except an 
international navy of sufficient size to protect commerce from 
pirates and the possible depradations [sic] of half-civilized 
tribes?” 8

Toward the end of his address, Truett expressed hope for 
democracy to advance Christian values.  As he concluded, 
he conjured the image depicting the great conquerors of the 
world, Caesar, Napoleon, Alexander, etc., [mounted] on great 
steeds [and] surrounded by their slain victims lying side by 
side in various states of mutilation.  He said, “Such is the 
picture of great military leaders, with their conquests.  I point 
you to another picture, the picture of the march of the Prince 
of Peace.”   He finished, “…that nation does most for man and 
most for God, which does the most to carry the world to that 
golden age foretold in prophecy….”9

When World War I began, Truett unreservedly rallied his 
church to support the effort.  He praised the young men in 
his congregation who served in the military.  He pitched 
Liberty bonds.  He led the church to provide special ministries 
to the servicemen and women in town.  He even introduced 
a resolution at the BGCT meeting in 1917 that called for 
the convention to fully support the war.  And finally, when 
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President Woodrow Wilson selected Truett along with about 
twenty other prominent pastors to preach to the troops through 
the auspices of the YMCA, Truett accepted the call. 

The local press and membership of First Baptist Church 
touted the appointment as a high honor, and indeed it was.  
What is interesting about it is how Truett probably got in 
Wilson’s sights for the appointment.  In 1911, when Governor 
Wilson of New Jersey was campaigning for the Democratic 
presidential nomination, he stopped in Dallas to make a few 
speeches.  His day started at FBC, where he gave the keynote 
address for a Tercentenary Celebration of the King James Bible 
hosted by the American Bible Society.  Though he preached on 
“Life and the Bible,” it is hard to interpret the occasion other 
than politically.  Wilson took the stage amid lengthy applause 
prompted by his introducer who proclaimed, “If the people 
of Texas, aye, and the people of all this country have their 
way, this man’s promotion is not at an end.” 10   Among those 
clapping on stage with other dignitaries was George W. Truett, 
who also served on the Dallas County Reception Committee 
for the nominee.11   In other words, Truett enthusiastically 
campaigned for Wilson.

When the governor became president, perhaps he thought 
enough of Truett’s efforts that he rewarded him with this 
appointment.  Truett’s acceptance, however, was not without 
criticism.  Baptists on the whole viewed the YMCA with 
suspicion, namely for its emphasis on ecumenism, deemed a 
liberal idea, and for its propensity to sponsor dances, picture 
shows, and the blind eye it turned toward the consumption of 
alcohol at these events.  But Truett’s church overwhelmingly 
supported its pastor, continuing to pay his salary and, prudently 
purchasing a large life insurance policy.12

At the outset of Truett’s journey, he zealously penned support 
for the war.  “The [American] people have their minds made up 
about this war, and they unhesitatingly believe that our Allied 
Armies are God’s instruments to right the greatest wrong in all 
human history.  It is now with the American people, the “sword 
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bathed in heaven.”13   And yet, while on the long voyage across 
the Atlantic, he had more somber thoughts.  He wrote in his 
diary,

I should faint if I did not see, the day that is after tomorrow.  But 
this job must be done—must be.  Christ is saying to all civilized 
men:  “Follow me and make an end of war.”  It is the bigness of 
soul that makes nations great—not [numbers], money…. What if 
America had longer stayed out of the war?14

When Truett landed in England, his schedule was filled with 
meeting dignitaries, talking to soldiers waiting to join the fight, 
speaking at various occasions, and filling pulpits.  Concerning 
the latter, he became almost giddy when given the opportunity 
to preach at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Spurgeon’s legacy.  

But then in August, Truett came into contact with wounded 
soldiers and the horror of the war became shockingly more 
apparent.  He lamented that he could not be a thousand men so 
that he could minister to each one.  He wrote in a letter to his 
wife of one particular, heart-wrenching visit:

[I spoke] to a curly haired, sweet-faced boy of 19.  I fairly took 
him into my arms and petted and loved him, and he so clung to 
me.  They were so brave and uncomplaining.  Surely , surely, I 
shall know better than to be a murmurer [sic] any more, about 
the little things, when men by the myriads are dying without a 
murmur, for me, and my family, and my country, and for liberty 
and civilization.15  

And then one day he visited a graveyard with fifty freshly 
dug graves for American soldiers.  He described how he could 
barely contain his emotions as he watched the small American 
flags wave in the wind.  Irish flowers covered the mounds as the 
rain softly fell upon the grass.  Truett stood.  Somber.  Silent.  
His head uncovered and soaked.  He prayed, “Sleep, laddie, 
sleep.”16
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Truett experienced another poignant moment when he crossed 
the Irish Sea.  He actually missed the initial boat, though his 
luggage made it on board.  While the ship sped across the 
open waters, a U-boat torpedoed it and all the passengers died. 
Truett actually saw their bodies at the hospital, laid out, skin 
tainted blue from the frigid waters.  “Gruesome,” was all he 
could write.   Later, he boarded another ship that crossed the 
exact spot of the sunken vessel.  Truett could still see the flag 
on the mast, and he pondered his own brush with mortality.  
He wrote, “God moves in a mysterious way!”17

Truett had another emotional moment when in the same 
month he arrived in France and surveyed the devastation of 
war for the first time:  Trees stripped bare; roads pocked with 
gaping artillery holes;  buildings reduced to piles of rubble, as 
if a child had thrown a tantrum with his toy blocks and Lincoln 
logs. And then he witnessed row upon row of suffering soldiers. 
In a rare expression of anger, Truett lamented the desolation 
“on the vastest scale the world has ever seen.”  He jotted down 
an imprecatory prayer, 

…the nation that brought on this titanic, ghastly war should be 
made to feel the enormity of its guilt, and no premature peace 
should be made with such nation…. The nation that has wrought 
such world-wide havoc should be given to understand that neither 
it nor any other nation must ever do this ghastly thing again.18  

For Truett, Germany deserved all the blame for the war, a 
common sentiment for most Americans.  Like many Americans, 
he saw France as the victim in the drama and assigned all blame 
to Germany for the war despite the fact of French war fever.  
But only Germany should be  punished for the “long, long 
rows of trenches, blood-sodden, and the dugouts, and the mud 
and blood of them all, and the mutilated cities . . . thinking of 
the millions who have been banned to the dust by this war, 
it is idle and irrational and criminal to think of an unworthy 
peace.”19  He did not explain in his diary what he meant by 
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“unworthy peace,” but obviously he wrote out of a primal and 
raw desire for punitive justice.

The following month, on November 11, an armistice ended 
the hostilities and gradually the mood became more optimistic.  
Truett’s attitude changed as well.  No longer did he call upon 
the wrath of God to smite the enemy.  Instead, he ministered 
to the very enemy he had cursed as he traveled deeper and 
deeper into Germany, and the experience humbled him.  On 
Christmas Eve 1918, deeply homesick, he struggled with his 
sermon for the next day.   His diary records his thoughts. Gone 
was the “us-against-them” polemic.  Now Truett contemplated 
the brotherhood of man, and the hard work of reconstruction:

There should be a better way of settling difficulties than by the 
arbitrament [sic] of the sword and poison gas and death dealing 
bombs.  The nations that believe in this better way should now 
so fix matter that there can never again be a repetition of the 
recent, world-wide bath of blood.  Carelessness at this point will 
be a sacrilege against every grave of all the millions made by this 
war.20

The following day Truett found himself waiting on a bench 
at a train station, pondering the experiences of his trip.  A 
four-year-old boy approached him and glanced curiously at 
his cap.  The two stared at one another, and Truett attempted 
to communicate, but the boy did not speak English.  For once 
in his life the great pulpiteer found himself in an awkward 
situation where his words were meaningless.  Undaunted, 
and moved with compassion, he opened his arms and the boy 
crawled into his lap. The two embraced for a timeless moment.  
Truett saw the boy’s mother in the distance, dressed in black, 
indicating she was a widow.  It appears that the Texas preacher 
had a bit of an epiphany when he realized he held in his arms 
one of the great consequences of all his talk about “swords 
bathed in heaven.”  He wrote, “Ah, me, what suffering has 
been entailed by the war!”21
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A month later, Truett entered New York Harbor on a ship.  
And by his own words, he recognized he was a changed 
man.  His view of the world had expanded, his compassion 
for humanity broadened.  Addressing his church about his 
travels, Truett proclaimed, “The day has come and is coming 
for the common man around the whole world…. Changes 
social, industrial, educational, political, moral, religious are 
coming everywhere…. We must now think, speak and act 
in world terms.22”  And his personal encounter with the evils 
consequences of warfare made him resolutely committed to 
doing everything in his power to make sure that this never 
happened again.  Consequently, he devoted himself to 
promoting Wilson’s vision of a League of Nations.  

In the early part of 1920 as Wilson’s health failed, magnifying 
a stubbornness that put him at odds with Congress, it became 
clear that the United States would not ratify the Treaty of 
Versailles or participate in the League of Nations.  Few 
were more disappointed than Truett, and in May he got the 
opportunity to tell Congress so.  After J. B. Gambrell, President 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, introduced Truett as the 
greatest Baptist to appear before a magistrate since the Apostle 
Paul, Truett launched into one of his most famous speeches 
on religious liberty. In it he chastised the politicians in both 
parties for not working with Wilson. 

The author finds it interesting that Truett chose to speak 
on this particular topic on this particular occasion at this 
particular time.  Beyond being an opportunity to trumpet a 
long cherished Baptist principle, perhaps Truett’s statement 
on the steps of the Capitol was the beginning of a journey of 
increased suspicion about government.  In this address, he still 
clearly saw autocracy and democracy at odds.  But now he 
couched it in religious terms contrasting Catholic and Baptist 
theology and ecclesiology and making comparisons between 
totalitarian and democratic forms of government.  Describing 
the church as a pure democracy, he warned sternly what might 
happen to that purity if the church ever got too cozy with 
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the government.23  A subtle shift no doubt—but one fleshed 
out over the years as Truett diverted his energies toward the 
two institutions he believed were the foundation for fulfilling 
his postmillennial eschatology:  the church, in particular the 
Baptist expression of the church, and Christian education.

Truett’s commitment to his church, the denomination, and 
educational institutions is legendary, and his unwavering faith 
in them needs little explanation.  Clearly, Texas Baptists, the 
Southern Baptist Convention, the Baptist World Alliance, 
Baylor University, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Baylor Hospital, and FBC, Dallas, all owe a significant debt to 
Truett’s leadership and oratorical abilities.  But Truett’s gradual 
disillusionment toward government became more pronounced, 
especially after the United States failed to participate in the 
League of Nations.

Truett became particularly concerned as ominous sword 
rattling resounded again throughout the world.   One can sense 
his caution in an interview he gave to a student magazine in 
1928.  Lenin and Stalin’s rise to power was probably the context, 
as well as international collective security discussions.  When 
asked if students should discuss “militarism, industrialism 
and racialism,” Truett replied“…militarism is one of the most 
immediate concern[s].  We must end war or war will end us.  
War is racial suicide.  War has proved its ineffectiveness.  We 
must bring war to an end.”24

Little did he know how true his prophetic insights were as 
the Third Reich plunged Europe into another World War.  In 
1940, at his 43rd anniversary service at FBC, Truett soberly 
expressed his disillusionment.  “We had expected a better 
world. . . . We have all made mistakes.  We have all erred.  
We have all forgotten God.  Our nation had a great part in 
that.”25  He concluded, “Statesmen and diplomats supposed to 
be experts at conducting public affairs have failed.   Business 
which was to create a peaceful world through exchange had 
failed.  Only Christianity, largely untried, has not failed.”26 His 
disappointment is again reflected in comments indicating that 
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he saw the war as a direct result of the failure of the League of 
Nations to come to fruition.27  And then two years later, after 
the United States entered the war, Truett wrote a general letter 
to the church, stating, “The supreme agency for bringing in the 
glorious triumph of Christ’s Kingdom throughout the earth is 
His Church.”28

This is not to say that Truett had given up on his vision of a 
Christian society or his patriotism to the United States.  But his 
persistent skepticism expressed long before World War I about 
the ability of the military to solve world problems, and then 
later, of the government’s ability to come through on its promise 
to make a world safe for democracy, led Truett to conclude that 
Christ’s church was the best hope for humanity.  At the twilight 
of his life, Truett was weary of the promises of politics, but he 
placed his confidence instead in an institution that he believed 
even the gates of hell could not prevail against.

                Kelly Pigott
                                          Hardin-Simmons University

                    Abilene, Texas
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GEORGE W. TRUETT: MAKING A LIFE 
VERSUS MAKING A LIVING

  “By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice 
than Cain’s. Through this he received approval as righteous, 
God himself giving approval to his gifts; he died, but through 
his faith he still speaks” (Heb. 11:4).

January 1915 found George W. Truett on the road to Houston, 
Texas, to raise money for the city’s Baptist Sanitarium and 
Hospital, an institution with which Texas Baptists had been 
involved since 1907. During his address Truett challenged the 
audience to focus not on making a living but on making a life. 
“Your business and mine is not primarily to make a living,” he 
informed his audience. “Making a living is a mere incident. 
Making a life is the thing we are here [on earth] for, and the 
supreme contribution that you and I can make to this world, 
through which we are passing rapidly, is to offer it in ourselves 
the right kind of life.”1 Such a life could only be lived in “the 
business of service” to one’s neighbors, whoever they are and 
wherever they might be.2

“It is not enough,” Truett reminded the Houston entrepreneurs,

for men to be financiers, important as that is. It is not enough 
for men to be clever, and every man ought to be as clever as he 
may. It is not enough for a man to be brilliant. It is not enough 
for a man to be popular. The supreme thing for which you and I 
are here is that we shall be helpers in the service of humanity. To 
default at this point means that we have missed the great program 
that the Master of life designs for us. The highest conception of             
life … is that life is a trusteeship, a stewardship, and all that I 
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have, all that I have, is to be dedicated without reserve on the 
altar for the welfare of humanity.3

One avenue through which people can make a life, and 
thereby continue to speak long after their voices have been 
silenced, is by investing themselves, whether personally or 
financially, in institutions that serve not only humanity but 
also the kingdom of God. During his life, George W. Truett 
devoted himself to three institutions that served the intellectual, 
spiritual, and physical needs of people in Waco, in Dallas, and 
all over the world.

Making a Life through Baylor University

The first institution through which Truett made his life was 
Baylor University. In the summer of 1889, he and his younger 
brother, Luther, resigned their teaching positions at a  school 
Truett had started in in Hiawassee, Georgia, to move to 
Whitewright, Texas, to join several members of their family 
who had moved there earlier in the year.

When Truett moved to Texas, Baylor was mired in a ninety-
two thousand dollar debt. After Baylor’s financial agent 
resigned his position, B. H. Carroll, chairman of the board of 
Baylor’s trustees and pastor of First Baptist, Waco, set out to 
find someone who could raise the money to keep the university 
solvent. At the suggestion of Truett’s pastor in Whitewright, 
Carroll invited Truett to meet with him during a missions 
conference at McKinney, Texas. Evidently Truett impressed 
Carroll, who offered the young man the job as Baylor’s financial 
agent. Truett told Carroll that he would pray about accepting 
the offer. After returning home to Whitewright, Truett lay ill 
with the measles for several weeks.

During his recovery time Truett became convinced that 
becoming Baylor’s financial agent was the will of God. 
Thus, in January 1891, Truett traveled to Carroll’s home 
in Waco to meet with Baylor’s trustees. What the trustees 
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expected is anyone’s guess, but, when Truett walked in the 
house, they saw a young man who had lost a lot of weight 
and who still looked ill. To say the least, the trustees were 
underwhelmed. After Carroll spoke briefly about Baylor’s 
dire financial situation, the trustees engaged in some small 
talk while trying to figure out how to get out of the house. 
Finally, one brave soul remarked, “Well, Dr. Carroll, we’ll 
be going now,” and with that the trustees headed for the 
door. Truett, however, wanted to make his appeal for being 
Baylor’s financial agent. He admitted that no one in Texas 
knew him, and he confessed that he had no idea how he 
would raise the ninety-two thousand dollars, but if God was 
in the campaign, it would succeed. If God was not in the 
campaign, however, it would fail, and if God was not in the 
campaign, Truett did not want to be in it either. As a result 
of his impassioned plea, the trustees voted to hire him and 
place the university’s fate in his hands.

During the debt reduction campaign, which started in the 
spring of 1891, Truett wrote hundreds of letters in an attempt to 
raise money for the university. He also authored several articles 
for the Baptist Standard, informing readers about the progress 
of the campaign and encouraging them to participate in what he 
and Carroll later called the “great battle” to save Baylor.4

Along with using the pen to eradicate Baylor’s debt, Truett 
traveled all over Texas for much of twenty-three months in 
buggies and oxcarts and on trains and horses to win the hearts of 
Texas Baptists. People were the key to the campaign’s success. 
His attitude was: “Win the people and they will cheerfully give 
the money.”5 With his words, Truett won the people and they 
cheerfully gave their money, livestock, bales of cotton, jewelry, 
and watches. So moved was he by the financial sacrifices that 
Texas Baptists were making that one day he put a five hundred 
check, all the money he had saved for college, in the collection 
plate.6

Finally, in March 1893, Truett met Carroll in front of First 
Baptist, Waco, and handed him a check, which brought the 
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total contributions to the debt reduction campaign to the goal 
of ninety-two thousand dollars. Both men were overcome with 
emotion. Carroll raised his head heavenward and uttered, “It is 
finished.”7 Truett sat down on the curb and wept.

Having invested twenty-three long months of his life for 
Baylor and having donated his life savings to the university, 
Truett enrolled at Baylor in the fall of 1893 and began pastoring 
East Waco Baptist Church. He graduated in 1897.

Baylor’s trustees had a different opinion of Truett after they 
had seen what he could do. In 1899, they elected him to the 
presidency of Baylor, despite his vigorous objections. He 
eventually turned down the offer because he said that he had 
a pastor’s heart, but his was a heart that always had a special 
place for Baylor.

Making a Life through First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas

Another institution through which George W. Truett made 
a life was First Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas. At one time 
Truett’s name was synonymous with that church, and perhaps 
that remains true today. In the late 1960s, First Baptist hired 
Leon McBeth, who at that time was a church history professor 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, to write its 
sesquicentennial history. One night after church, as McBeth 
was walking to his car, W. A. Criswell, the church’s pastor, 
pulled up beside the professor, rolled down his window, and 
asked, “Has our church historian gotten a line on how to write 
the history of this great church?” “Yes, pastor, I have,” McBeth 
replied: “the years before Truett; the Truett years; and the years 
after Truett.” Without uttering a word, Criswell rolled up his 
window and drove off.8

The “Truett years” at First, Dallas, began in 1897 when the 
church’s members called him as their pastor, soon after he 
graduated from Baylor. He turned the church down at first, 
but finally agreed to talk with church leaders about accepting 
the position as pastor. At that time church policy prohibited 
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the taking of special offerings for missions and benevolences. 
Moreover, the church could only send five percent of total 
gifts to “outside” causes. Truett informed the leaders that he 
could not abide by such a policy and would have to be free to 
take special offerings when he felt led to do so. The leaders 
relented, which opened the way for Truett to accept the call.

Just prior to preaching his second sermon as First Baptist’s 
pastor, Truett informed church leaders that he would take up 
a special offering for missions. They cautioned their naïve 
pastor that he should not expect to raise more than twenty-five 
dollars. Truett, however, raised two hundred and fifty dollars. 
In a letter to his wife, Josephine, who had remained in Waco 
following the birth of their first child, he expressed his joy at 
the results. He told her, “Of course, they think this a marvel, 
but if they’ll stick to me and let me stick to them, they’ll 
think much wider than they do now.”9 Indeed, on one Sunday 
twenty-two years later Truett’s church would pledge nearly six 
hundred thousand dollars to an “outside” cause, and in twenty 
of Truett’s forty-seven-year pastorate, First Baptist gave more 
money to such causes than it spent on its own ministries.10

Despite an unbelievably hectic schedule, Truett fulfilled all 
of the functions a pastor was expected to fulfill. He preached 
numerous funeral sermons for church members and non-
members alike. Some afternoons he spent hours dictating 
letters and writing personal notes. Other times he listened to 
people share what was on their mind. He gave such people all 
the time they needed, but no more. Once he determined that 
they were done, he gave them a few extra minutes to excuse 
themselves, but some people always wanted to linger.  When 
that happened, he pressed a small buzzer he had installed under 
his desk to alert his secretary to enter the office and announce 
the next appointment.11

Of course, Truett’s main function as pastor was preaching 
the gospel. He maintained that every sermon must emphasize 
two great themes that run through the Bible: sin and salvation. 
Preachers, Truett contended, “must emphasize” the “painful 
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fact” that sin separates individuals from God, and they should 
never succumb to the temptation “to soft-pedal the damning 
fact and effect of sin.”12 But along with emphasizing damnation, 
preachers must also preach salvation because no “sinner in the 
world however desperate his life, however deep his plunge, 
however horrible his mire, however sadly lost his estate,” is 
beyond the reach of Jesus Christ.13

Truett’s ministry at First, Dallas endeared him to his 
parishioners, but others in Dallas respected First Baptist’s pastor 
too.  “The great thing about Dr. Truett is power,” one Dallas 
citizen proclaimed. “It is power! He is more than eloquent. He 
is more than wise. He is a man greater than any other man I 
have ever heard—a man of power. I am not impressed by his 
eloquence and his erudition, but I am always overwhelmed by 
his power.”14

Another man described Truett as a great leader. 

No other person in Dallas reaches the heart of his hearer like George 
Truett. If you ask me why I believe he is a great leader—yea, why 
I know he is a great leader—if you ask me why he is successful, 
if you ask me why he loves you and me, and why we love him, 
my answer is that he always reaches the heart. I have heard him 
preach funerals, I have heard him perform marriage ceremonies, I 
have heard him address business men, and I have never failed to 
know on any occasion that he had not only reached my heart, but 
the heart of every hearer.15

In a letter to Truett one prominent Dallasite called him “the 
finest spiritual influence in Dallas for over a generation.”16 
The irony of these lofty words about First Baptist’s pastor is 
that they did not come from Baptist lips or pens, but from a 
Methodist, a Catholic, and a Jew. These men, as well as many 
others, were impressed by what Truett did for his congregation 
and for the citizens of Dallas through his ministry at First 
Baptist Church.
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Making a Life through Baylor Hospital

A third great institution through which Truett made a life 
is Baylor Hospital. During the early years of his pastorate, 
Protestant medical students in Dallas could attend the 
University of Dallas Medical School and receive training at 
the city’s Good Samaritan Hospital. The hospital and medical 
school operated independently until 1903 when, at a banquet 
honoring a world-renown physician, Truett challenged the 
audience with these words: “I raise a question at this time, a 
notable period in the history of our city, if, with the rapid growth 
of the city, there should not be erected a great humanitarian 
hospital, which would illustrate the glorious result of Christian 
influence in the community?”17

The process of establishing the “great humanitarian hospital” 
moved quickly when, in June 1903, Texas Baptists agreed to 
buy Good Samaritan, which was renamed the Texas Baptist 
Memorial Sanitarium, which was later renamed Baylor 
Hospital. Baylor University also decided to move its medical 
school to Dallas to work in conjunction with the hospital.

When it became apparent that the hospital needed to be 
greatly expanded in order to be able to serve the hundreds 
of people who needed medical care, Truett led the charge to 
raise the necessary funds. He also took every opportunity he 
had to speak on behalf of the sanitarium at meetings. At the 
1906 meeting of the Baptist General Convention of Texas, for 
example, Truett emphasized the need to fund the hospital. He 
declared that every Christian falls into one of three categories: 
“a tramp, … a thief, or … a trustee.”18 “We have the money” to 
finance missions, colleges, and numerous benevolences. “We 
have the money,” he thundered again, 

Oh, the word now to sound is the doctrine of trusteeship for 
Christ! “Ye are not your own. Ye are bought with a price.” All 
that I am as a money-maker, or preacher, or physician, or teacher, 
or whatever I may be, belongs to Him. We want to sound out the 
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word all over Texas, that a man makes a shipwreck of his life, 
and puts precedents in his family that will damn his children for 
generations if he fails to square his life by the doctrine that he is a 
trustee for Jesus Christ.19 

With challenges such as this, Truett raised several hundreds 
of thousands of dollars for the hospital and medical school.

Baylor Hospital never forgot Truett’s unrelenting toil on its 
behalf. In the 1936 special issue of the Baptist Standard honoring 
him for his forty years as pastor of First Baptist, Dallas, the 
hospital paid tribute to Truett, noting that without him, it

would not have existed; his idealism permeates its service as school 
and hospital. Over [a] quarter of [a] million patients cared for in 
its beds. Thousands of new-born babes cared for in its nursery. 
Hundreds and hundreds of doctors, dentists, and nurses trained, 
graduated, and sent out to lives of high professional service. 
These nurses and doctors are found on mission fields clear around 
the world, serving with patience and skill. Hundreds of crippled 
children [have been] sent out to walk in gladness.20

Making a Life

In one of his beautiful Christmas messages that he sent out 
each year, Truett wrote this prayer:

May we acutely realize how vast a trust is our earthly life, and 
that its twelve brief hours shall soon be gone. May we diligently 
strive to fill all these hours with thinking serene and high; to do all 
our work with unfaltering fidelity and good cheer; to be worthily 
mindful of all who journey with us; and so to devote our lives in 
altruistic and sacrificial service, that our work shall live on beyond 
the day when our voices shall be hushed into the last silence.21

Truett’s voice has been hushed now for nearly sixty-six 
years, yet if you care to listen, you can still hear him speak.
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You can walk across the street and still find Baylor University, 
an institution with an endowment of more than $644 million 
and a student body numbering more than 14,000 students from 
every state and nearly seventy foreign countries.22 Truett didn’t 
found the university, but he helped bring that university back 
from the brink of nonexistence.

You can drive to Dallas and still find the sanctuary of First 
Baptist Church where it has stood since 1891. The church plant 
now covers several city blocks and has seven major buildings, 
so the place is hard to miss.23 Truett did not start that church, but 
he made a great church even greater, a church that was loved 
by many Baptists and respected by a host of non-Baptists.

And while you are in Dallas, you can still find the Texas Baptist 
Memorial Sanitarium used to stand, although that institution has 
morphed into the Baylor University Medical Center at Dallas, 
named in 2008 by U.S. News & World Report as one of “America’s 
Best Hospitals” for the sixteenth straight year.24 One of the many 
institutions of that center is the George W. Truett Memorial 
Hospital, the construction of which was funded completely by 
donations. Not one of Caesar’s dollars was spent to build it.

Baylor University—First Baptist Church, Dallas—Baylor 
Hospital—three institutions to which the name of George W. 
Truett is forever affixed. Like Abel of old, though he is dead, 
“he still speaks,” and Truett continues to speak to thousands 
and thousands and thousands of people every day through 
those three institutions through which he made a life.

Founders Day Address given by Keith E. Durso, January 12, 
2010, at George W. Truett Theological Seminary, Waco, Texas

    Keith Durso
    Grand Canyon University   

    Ottawa University
    Lawrenceville, Georgia
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Helen Barrett Montgomery:  The Global Mission of Domestic 
Feminism.  By Kendal P. Mobley, Waco, Texas:  Baylor Uni-
versity Press, 2009. 333 pp.

Too little has been said about Helen Barrett Montgomery 
by both the feminist movement and the historians of reli-
gion. Kendal Mobley has corrected this omission by writing 
an insightful study of her life that informs, challenges, and 
inspires readers.

The author helps the reader to understand that Ms. Mont-
gomery was a “domestic feminist” who championed the cause 
of the “new woman” as a leader in the realms of missions, the 
Baptist denomination, and the general society.  Mobley tells 
detailed stories about Montgomery’s involvement as a leader 
in the Rochester Women’s Educational and Industrial Union, 
the Rochester public school board, the woman’s missionary 
movement, and as president of the Northern Baptist Conven-
tion.  She was a champion of progressive public education, 
and worked closely with Susan B. Anthony in Rochester.  In 
her role as a school board member, Montgomery came into 
conflict with Walter Rauschenbusch.  Each was a supporter of 
the social gospel but had a different approach to accomplishing 
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the goal of “Christianizing society.”  This difference was most 
evident in their difference s concerning public education.

Ms. Montgomery achieved her greatest acclaim through her 
leadership in the woman’s missionary movement and as presi-
dent of the Northern Baptist Convention.  During her tenure 
as president, a significant fundamentalist movement arose in 
the convention.   Montgomery opposed their attempt to create 
a creed and championed a more moderate path in line with the 
historic Baptist opposition to creeds.

The concluding chapter contains the author’s insights to 
Montgomery’s relationships with feminism, the social gos-
pel, and the Baptist world.  He states, ”Feminist scholars have 
tended to minimize the connections between the ecumenical 
woman’s missionary movement and the liberal feminist po-
sition.  While Montgomery was clearly more representative 
of the second-generation domestic feminist movement, her 
long friendship and partnership with Susan B. Anthony and 
her lifelong concern for the social and political emancipation 
of women seem to indicate that a sharp distinction would be 
unwise in her case.” (261)

Mobley also concludes that religiously and socially Mont-
gomery was more mainstream and conservative, and tended 
to view suffrage as one goal among many. (262)  He credits 
the “Women’s Educational and Industrial Union as the key in-
stitution in Montgomery’s career as a municipal reformer and 
an essential ground-breaker.” (262)  Although she believed in 
individual conversion, she extended conversion to include cul-
ture.

I highly recommend this book to all who are interested in 
the history of Progressivism, feminism, the missionary move-
ment, and the Northern Baptist Convention.  Kendal Mobley 
is an excellent story-teller in addition to being an excellent 
researcher.  He included thorough documentation without los-
ing the power of the narrative.-Reviewed by David Stricklin, 
Professor History, Dallas Baptist University, Dallas, Texas.
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Thy Will  Be Done:  A Biography of George W. Truett.         
By Keith E. Durso,  Macon, Georgia:  Mercer University 
Press, 2009.  377pp.

This work is a much needed update to the life and preaching 
of George W. Truett, pastor of First Baptist Church, Dallas 
(1897-1944).  Except for brief entries in general works, like H. 
Leon McBeths’s Texas Baptists, not much has been published 
on Truett since the 1939 biography written by Truett’s son-in-
law, Powhatan W. James.  Durso explains in the preface that 
he essentially wants to describe Truett’s life to the reader, of-
fering few criticisms of “Truett’s positions on certain issues” 
or “what I think he should have done” (viii).  Unfortunately, in 
doing so, the biography lacks spark.  Durso, himself, mentions 
in the preface that one historian declared, “Nobody cares about 
Truett anymore,” to which he answered, “people in Texas still 
care about him….people outside of Texas still care about him 
too…” (p. vii).  Maybe.  But these numbers are shrinking, and 
a vibrant work demonstrating why young Baptists should care 
about Truett is needed.  And though narratives can be power-
ful, critical analysis connecting the dots for a generation far 
removed from this subject is necessary.  In the rare paragraphs 
where Durso offers some evaluation, his keen insights breathe 
life into the text.  For example, he suggests that Truett’s fa-
mous sermon on religious liberty, preached from the steps of 
the capitol in 1920, was not the gemstone many make it out 
to be.  And he is correct.  Among Durso’s many valid points, 
he correctly charges Truett of a little hypocrisy for champion-
ing separation of church and state in one part of his sermon, 
while in another part attempting to tell Congress how to vote 
(p. 185-86).

It is easy to fall captive to Truett’s charm.  His eloquence and 
charismatic personality were larger than life.  But Truett reminds 
me of one of those old western boomtowns that utilized facades 
to cover the utilitarian structures behind.  In other words, the 
public Truett found in his sermons, letters, and even his diaries 
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(which read like Truett knew that one day they would become 
public) hide a Truett who had “clay feet,” as McBeth describes 
in his history of First Baptist Church.  As I read Durso’s biogra-
phy, I was hoping for the story of Truett beyond the street view.  
For example, why did Truett reject lucrative offers from other 
churches to take a chance on the then fledgling congregation in 
Dallas?  Durso explains that it was because money did not mat-
ter to Truett.  But is that all?  One wishes Durso had snooped 
around in the attic a little more for us.  For at the time, B. H. 
Carroll had grand aspirations, and the Landmarkists were in a 
battle for the soul of Texas Baptists.  Did Carroll convince the 
impressionable Truett to take the job in Dallas because Carroll 
needed loyal and influential preacher-boys on his side?  One 
realizes that the evidence for such conjectures may be scant, 
but this kind of analysis is what would make a narrative more 
compelling.   In addition, there was at least one glaring omis-
sion in this work that clearly illustrated Truett’s “clay feet.”   
Nothing is mentioned of his leadership in dismantling the old 
Dallas Baptist Association.

This being said, Durso’s biography does offer an in-depth 
look into Truett’s life.  It is filled with wonderful anecdotes.  
And Durso’s  scholarship is impeccable.   He draws almost 
exclusively from primary sources, especially from Truett’s 
sermons.  But here again, some analysis would have been 
helpful.  How did Truett’s preaching change over the years?  
Despite my quibbles, I am certain this work will become a 
standard for future studies on Truett’s life.-Reviewed by Kelly 
Pigott, University Chaplain and Assistant Professor of Theol-
ogy, Hardin-Simmons University, Abilene, Texas
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The Land, The Law, and The Lord:  The Life of Pat Neff. By 
Dorothy Blodgett, Terrell Blodgett, and David L. Scott, Aus-
tin, Texas: Home Place Publishers, 2007. 263 pp.

Pat Neff is unique within the history of Texas in that he had 
a successful career in politics as the governor of the state for 
four years and then as the president of Baylor University for 
fifteen years.  Dorothy and Terrell Blodgett, along with David 
L. Scott,  have produced a comprehensive biography of this 
remarkable man’s life.  Scott focused his writing on the fam-
ily background and boyhood of Pat Neff.  Dorothy Blodgett 
covered Neff’s connection to Baylor University that included 
fifteen years as her president.  Terrell Blodgett concentrated his 
writing on Neff’s public service.  For anyone interested in the 
era of Texas politics when the Ku Klux Klan was powerful or 
in how Neff was able to save Baylor from bankruptcy during 
the Great Depression, this book is a must read.  The book is the 
only full-scale biography of the former governor and univer-
sity president, and it is rich in detail about Neff’s personal and 
public life.-Reviewed by David Strickin, Professor of History, 
Dallas Baptist University, Dallas, Texas
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