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Wayne Stevenson along with his wife, Buena.

Dallas Baptist University hosted the fifth an-
nual Tom Landry Leadership Award Din-
ner on Tuesday, March 22. The gala event, 

held at the Marriott Legacy Town Center in Plano 
with over 450 in attendance, 
recognized the lasting leg-
acy of one of North Texas’ 
most famous citizens, Tom 
Landry, as it named Wayne 
Stevenson, an entrepreneur 
and philanthropist, the 
recipient of the Tom Landry 
Leadership Award.

This year, Alicia Landry, 
Lee Roy Mitchell, and Tandy 
Mitchell served as the hon-
orary co-chairs of the event, 
and Roy Lamkin, who is 
currently the chair of the 
Baylor Health Care System 
Operating Board, served as 

the chair. During the dinner, which was held at the 
Marriott at Legacy Town Center in Plano, Joel Alli-
son, president and CEO of Baylor Health Care, led 
the guests in the Pledge of Allegiance, which was 

followed by the National 
Anthem sung by the DBU 
Grand Chorus and under 
the direction of Dr. Stephen 
Holcomb, DBU director of 
choral studies and professor 
of music.
    Dr. Tyler Cooper, CEO of 
Cooper Aerobics Enterpris-
es, led the audience in the 
invocation, and after dinner 
was served, DBU President 
Dr. Gary Cook welcomed 
those in attendance and 
thanked them for their sup-
port of DBU and the dinner, 
which raises scholarship 
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Roy Lamkin, chair of this year’s Tom Landry Leadership Award 
Dinner, served as the emcee for the evening.  Lamkin is currently 
the chair of the Baylor Health Care System Operating Board.



DBU President Dr. Gary Cook welcomes the more than 450 guests in attendance to this 
year’s Tom Landry Leadership Award Dinner held at the Marriott at Legacy Town Center in 
Plano, which honored Wayne Stevenson.

money for DBU students from Collin County.  Dr. 
Cook also introduced former Dallas Mayor Tom 
Leppert, who gave a brief word and introduced the 
DBU video.
 Speaking to 
the effectiveness 
of future gen-
erations, Leppert 
said, “The educa-
tion we give these 
young people 
isn’t going to just 
be great academ-
ics, but also train-
ing leaders that 
have not only the 
mind but also the 
heart to address 
the issues that 
will face them.”
 “I think that’s 
what is so spe-
cial about DBU,” 
he continued, “combining great education with 
the understanding that we’re called to something 
much greater through our faith.”
    Lee Roy and Tandy Mitchell, the founders of the 
Cinemark Theater chain, then introduced Wayne 
Stevenson, and Alicia Landry presented the award 
to this year’s honoree.
    The Tom Landry Leadership Award Dinner was 
inaugurated in 2007 to ensure that Landry’s legacy 
would live on and serve as an example to DBU 
students and to others in Collin County. 
   As the coach of the acclaimed Dallas Cowboys 
for 29 years, Tom Landry and “America’s Team” 
became the stuff of which legends are made. Their 
success came because of character and a commit-
ment to excellence. In Landry’s mind, the credit for 
all this success came from his faith, management 

strategies, and leadership style.
    Tom Landry’s life epitomized the most excep-
tional leadership and character qualities that DBU 

strives to instill in 
its students every 
day. His faith in 
God, devotion to 
family, and dedi-
cation to integ-
rity and service 
to others made 
Landry a lasting 
role model even to 
this day.
    The Landry 
Leadership Award 
is given to those 
individuals who 
use their God-
given talents and 
abilities to excel 
in their chosen 
field of work, who 

provide and exhibit exceptional leadership, who 
are committed to serving others in their commu-
nity, and who demonstrate integrity in their per-
sonal lives. In addition, the proceeds raised for the 
dinner go to provide scholarships for Dallas Bap-
tist University students in Collin County, and this 
year’s dinner raised more scholarship money than 
ever before.
    The 2011 Landry Leadership Award recipient is 
Mr. Wayne Stevenson. Mr. Stevenson was born in 
Arkansas City, Kansas, and committed his life to 
Christ at age sixteen in Maplewood, Louisiana. 
    He would stay in Louisiana to earn his Bachelor 
of Science in chemical engineering degree from 
Louisiana Polytechnic Institute. After graduating 
in 1957, he joined the Cities Service Company as a 
process engineer. That same year, he began teach-

Dr. Tyler Cooper (center left), who provided the evening’s invocation, and his wife, 
Angela, along with last year’s Landry Leadership Award recipient and current DBU 
Trustee Dr. Jeff Warren (center right) and his wife, Stacy.

Longtime friends of Dallas Baptist University, John and Nita Ford. Nita 
is a current member of the Board of Trustees and the DBU Women’s Aux-
iliary Board.


