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For those who have known DBU through the 
years, it is remarkable to see the change that 
has occurred. The school, which was located in 
Decatur, Texas, arrived in Dallas some 50 years 
ago, opening its door to its first class of students 
in 1965. The wind-blown hilltop possessed great 
potential but little beauty. Because of a continu-
ous load of debt, campus improvement projects 
always took a back seat to paying the bills and 
providing salaries for the faculty and staff.

With Dr. Gary Cook’s arrival as president of 
the school in 1988, that trend began to change.  
After retiring the school’s debt, he set out to 
build a campus that would meet its potential: a 
place where students, their children, and their 
children’s children could call home for years to 
come; and a place that above all else would be 
pleasing to God.

One of the first orders of business for his 
presidency was to hand the whole of the life 
of the University over to the Lord in prayer.  
Through the years, this commitment to seek the 
Lord’s provision has seen much fruit, as the cam-
pus has turned from a barren piece of land to one 
of the most beautiful campuses in the country, all 
debt free.

This special edition of the DBU Report high-
lights the journey of building a college campus 
over the tenure of Dr. Cook’s presidency. Each 
new construction, each new renovation, and each 
new facility has been fully paid for without incur-
ring any lingering debt.

Throughout the pages that follow, you will see 
pictures of the new additions to the campus, as 
well as brief descriptions of building projects.  
Most of these buildings are familiar to those who 
know DBU and have seen the school through the 
years. However, this is the first time that all of 
the projects have each been included in this way 
to demonstrate how much each cost and how 
each is debt free.

When all of these projects are added together, 
the total amount of funds received to complete 
this campus transformation totals more than 
$125 million.

This wonderful accomplishment is thanks to 
the hard work of so many who have served and 
helped DBU through the years. Yet more than all 
of that, it is a testament to the faithful provi-
sion of God who answers prayers and can make 
streams of living water run throughout a desert.

To God be the Glory!
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total cost of building projects: 
$125.27 MILLION
ALL PAID FOR

1989. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.24 million
collins learning center
third floor renovations

1992. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6 million
mahler student center

1995. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1 million
. mahler student center- lower level

1999. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.21 million
spence hall

2002. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.03 million
hurley hall byrd hall

landry center ebby halliday center

2004. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.09 million
moon international center

fred white hall

2005. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.67 million
sheila cook hall blackburn hall

college of education burg remodel

2006. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $750,000
sadler clubhouse

2007. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.49 million
townhomes phase 1

2008. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11.35 million
blackaby hall

townhomes phase 2
smith center

2009. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.5 million
pilgrim chapel

2010. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.45 million
tabor clubhouse

townhomes phase 3

2011. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.26 million
roberts science building renovations

horner hall
brownstones phase 1

2012. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.79 million
brownstones phase 2

physical operations building

2013. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.76 million
athletic training center brownstones phase 3

horner ballpark sadler global missions

2014. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.4 million
nation hall

(currently under construction)

2014. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.28 million
dean learning center

(currently under construction; total funds
received to date for $6 million building project)
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