
he Dallas Baptist University International Student Program is an exciting and growing arm of the
University.  In 1988, only 12 international students were enrolled in classes at DBU, but by the fall of
2002, that number had grown to 293.  Through English training, cultural experiences, and special

programs, these students receive training that allows them to succeed as they pursue their DBU degree.  In
addition, American students and DBU faculty and staff members have many opportunities to spend time with
the international students and share with them the love of Christ.

DBU offers a variety of special
services to help international
students become integrated into an
American collegiate environment.

✦  Orientation to American Culture
✦  Advising
✦  Host Families
✦  Conversation Partners
✦  International Clubs
✦  Big Brother/Big Sister Program
✦  Airport Pick-Up
✦  Weekend Enrichment

Sharing the Love of Christ
Makes a Difference!

Dr. and Mrs. Cook host a special
reception for new international
students every year in the DBU
President’s Home.  In addition to
greeting each one of the students
and giving a welcome from the
University, Dr. Cook also
entertains the guests by playing a
hymn on an old-fashioned pump
organ, which is located in the
President’s Home.
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Albania 2
Armenia 1
Australia 2
Belgium 2
Botswana 1
Brazil 4
Bulgaria 1
Canada 3
China 6
Colombia 1
Costa Rica 1
Croatia 1

Denmark 1
France 2
Germany 1
Ghana 1
Hong Kong 44
India 3
Indonesia 13
Jamaica 1
Japan 53
Kazakhstan 1
Kenya 7
Korea 23

Lithuania 2
Macau 7
Malaysia 2
Mexico 10
Moldova 1
Namibia 2
Nepal 3
Nigeria 3
Poland 2
Singapore 1
South Africa 1
Spain 1

Sri Lanka 1
Sweden 1
Switzerland 1
Taiwan 63
Tanzania 1
Thailand 1
Uganda 2
Ukraine 4
Uzbekistan 1
Venezuela 3
Vietnam 1
Zimbabwe 4
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Abraham Sarker came to the United States as
a missionary of the Muslim faith.  Shortly after his

arrival, however, he became a Christian and, in turn,
looked for a Christian college to complete his under-

graduate degree.  That is when he found Dallas Baptist
University, where he completed not only a bachelor’s

degree, but also an MBA.  After completing his
master’s degree, Abraham went on to receive a Ph.D.,

and is now Dr. Abraham Sarker.  Due to his conversion
to Christianity, Abraham became estranged from his

family, but the Lord provided him with a new family
at DBU.  In 1999, when Abraham planned his wedding

with his bride-to-be, Amie Hatton, he asked Dr. Gary
Cook to serve as his best man, David Cook to serve as

a groomsman, and Mark Cook to serve as an usher.
Pictured right are (from left to right) David Cook,
Sheila Cook, Amie and Abraham Sarker, Dr. Gary

Cook, and Mark Cook at the Sarkers’ wedding held at
Park Cities Baptist Church in Dallas.

David Hasan also came to the United States as a devout Muslim,
but during his first semester as an international student at DBU, he
accepted Christ as his Savior.  Once his family overseas learned of
his conversion, they disowned David.  But David was not forgotten
by the DBU family, who adopted him as their own.  Many faculty
and staff members encouraged David not only in his new faith, but
also in his dream to become a doctor.  After completing his under-
graduate degree at DBU in 1995, David left for Texas Tech Univer-
sity School of Medicine, where he completed his medical training in
2000.  Knowing that David’s family would not be at his medical
school graduation, Dr. Gary Cook decided to surprise David by
attending his graduation ceremony from medical school in Lubbock.
Pictured left are Dr. Cook and David on the day of this special
ceremony.  Dr. David Hasan currently serves as a neurosurgeon in
Iowa and remains closely connected with his family at DBU.

Mamo Ishida stands as another example of an
international student who quickly became a part of the

DBU family.  A native of Japan, Mamo decided to
attend DBU not realizing its deep Christian commit-
ment—as Mamo today muses, he thought “Baptist”

was someone’s name.  Shortly after arriving on
campus, Mamo learned much about the life of faith at
DBU.  He became fascinated by the faculty and staff’s

commitment to him as an individual and their care for
his spiritual well-being, and soon Mamo became a

Christian.  After receiving his undergraduate degree in
1998, Mamo remained at the University and earned a

Master of Education in Higher Education degree while
also serving as the coordinator of international student

services.  Pictured right are Mamo (far right) along
with DBU student Nicole Dodson, who serves in the

International Office, and David Cook, son of DBU
president Gary Cook, as they help greet and serve

refreshments to students at the annual International
Student Reception at the President’s Home.
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t DBU, student-athletes
are encouraged not only
to build their muscles,

but also their character.  Whether it is
teaching the principles of fair play,
lessons from the Bible, or service to
the community, DBU strives to
produce athletes who grow in body,
mind, and spirit.

One of the ways students build
character is through service to their
community.  Following DBU’s mission
statement, the athletic department
encourages students to follow the
principles of servant leadership.  In
doing so, teams explore avenues
through which they can help the
world.  Some have read to children in
elementary schools, others have
traveled abroad to provide sports

DBU student Jeremy Merillat spends time
with some of the athletes who participated

in the Special Olympics Track Meet.

Members of the DBU Women’s Volleyball team help officiate the
Special Olympics Swim Meet.

camps and Bible studies for kids, and
still others have helped wrap boxes of
gifts for children overseas.

One of the most special areas of
service that our athletes have
participated in has been through
volunteering their time as helpers
with Special Olympics events.  Special
Olympics is an organization dedicated
to providing individuals who are
mentally challenged the opportunity
to remain physically fit and
participate in a wide variety of athletic
competitions.

Recently, several members of the
DBU men’s and women’s track teams
worked as helpers at a regional
Special Olympics Track and Field
Meet held at the University of Texas at
Arlington.  Track team member

Jeremy Merillat, who
helped students
competing in the
long jump, recalled
the experience with
fondness.  “These
games are a chance
to make a difference
in someone’s life by
being there with
them, encouraging
them, and
supporting them,”
Merillat said.

In a similar fa-
shion, the women’s
volleyball team
spent part of their

pre-season last fall working as timers
at a regional Special Olympics Swim
Meet held at Carroll High School in
Southlake.  No stranger to this
opportunity, during the previous
season the team had helped with a
bowling tournament.  According to
junior Chelsea Corder, “The meet was
one of the first things that we did as a
volleyball team before the season
started, and it really helped build our
team unity.”

The opportunity to help these
Special Olympians was a chance not
only for the players to bond as a team,
but also to grow personally.  “This
was such a fun experience, and it was
wonderful to see the smiles on the
kids’ faces when they finished the
events,” remembered volleyball
player Leah Holmblad.  In fact, one
athlete in particular touched many of
the team members’ hearts.  Although
half of her body was paralyzed, this
young female participant swam with
all her might to compete in the trials, a
sight that brought tears to many eyes.

Holmblad has a special insight as
to how these events impact the lives of
those competing.  Leah’s sixteen-year-
old sister has been an athlete with
Special Olympics since middle school.
As she explains, “Special Olympics
provides a great opportunity for these
kids to be involved in something that
gives them a connection with other
students in their school as well as a
sense of personal fulfillment.”
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process beginning more than four years ago came to
completion in 2002, as Dallas Baptist University
fulfilled all the requirements to become an active

member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA).
The NCAA requires four years of “provisional membership” – a
period involving rules education and implementation – before
allowing an institution to compete in post-season play. DBU was
required to demonstrate its full compliance with all NCAA rules
and regulations during the final two years of provisional
membership before being voted on for active membership.

Having more than one thousand members, the NCAA is
considered the most prestigious college athletic governing
association. The organization consists of three divisions. Each
division is categorized depending upon the number of sports and
athletic scholarships a university offers.

Since becoming a four-year school in 1969, DBU has been a
member of the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
(NAIA). The NAIA consists of about 300 institutions in the United
States and Canada, with the number of member colleges in the
Southwest, unfortunately, dwindling over the past seven years.
This decrease made it more difficult to schedule games with
compatible institutions.

DBU has grown from only three intercollegiate sports in 1994
to the outstanding current total of thirteen. This exceptional
growth has been only one of many factors enabling DBU to make
the transition to the NCAA.  Dallas Baptist University is honored
and proud to now be a member of the esteemed National
Collegiate Athletic Association.

In addition to its recent membership with the NCAA, DBU
has also joined the National Christian College Athletic Association
in 2001.  As a part of the NCCAA, DBU has enjoyed much success,
competing against Christian colleges from across the nation,
including claiming the national baseball championship title this
past spring.


