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INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS
Post-Cold War Geopolitical Realities
Wrestling with a Perennial Issue

JUST-WAR THINKING AND THE PRESENT CULTURAL MOMENT
The Cultural Obstacle – Moral Markers and Radical Relativism
The Theological Obstacle – Protestants and the Primacy of Faith 
The Ecclesiastical Obstacle – Professionals and the Laity

RETHINKING JUSTICE
Justice as Non-Fluid
Justice as Safeguarding the Greater Good
Justice as Protecting the Vulnerable

JUST-WAR THINKING IN CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ETHICS
Just-War Theory and the Development of a Consensus

• Ambrose and Augustine
• Thomas Aquinas
• Luther and Calvin
• Francisco de Vitoria
• Francisco Suárez
• Hugo Grotius
• Reinhold Niebuhr, John Courtney Murray
• Paul Ramsey
• James Turner Johnson

The Catholic Catechism on the Use of Force by the Authorities

BETWEEN PACIFISM AND JIHAD: JUST WAR AS MEDIATED RESISTANCE
Neighbor-Love and the Ethics of Protection – Charity’s Commitment to the 

Innocent Third Party
Christian Vocation and Resistance – The Collective Witness of the NT
The Spectrum of Resistance: Between Pacifism and Jihad

CONCLUSION: REVENGE OR RETRIBUTION? A NECESSARY QUALIFICATION

mailto:daryl_charles@baylor.edu

