
Schematic Overview of (Western) Philosophy 

Primary Areas of Enquiry

 

Secondary Areas of Enquiry 

 

Tertiary Areas of Enquiry 

Philosophy of Religion—Political Philosophy--Philosophy of History 

Philosophy of Science—Philosophy of Art 

Metaphysics

(First Principles}

Ontology

(Nature of 
Being)

Epistemology

(How We Know)

Physics

(Cosmology, 
Anthropology)

Phenomonology

Ethics

(The Good)

(Convincing 
Well)

Rhetoric

Aesthetics

(The 
Beautiful)

(Arguing 
Well)

Dialectic

Logic

(The True)

Hermeneutics

(Interpreting Well)

Classical 

Modern 

H

i

s

t

o

r

y 

 

o

f  

 

P

h

i

l

o

s

o

p

h

y 


