A Sleep of Prisoners:

Christopher Fry’s Lyrical Meditation on Life, Death, Violence, and Purgatory
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Discussion Questions

e Isthere any logic or development to the opening scene in the prison-church and the sequence

of four dreams? Explain.

e How much biblical literacy does an audience need to appreciate this play?

e What does the play conclude about the meaning of violence in the world, especially in the light

of war?

e Does the play have any relationship to Dorothy Sayers’ The Just Vengeance?




