
Ethics along the Lines of Ontology and Epistemology  
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Ontology of Ethics: What is the nature of the ethical judgment and action? (Moving from principles to circumstances) 

 Epistemology of Ethics: How do we know the ethical? (Moving from practices to motivations) 

Central Cell: The ethical judgment and action, which relies upon norms and rules within stances and contexts, is shaped by our personal 
perceptions and choices, as well as our moral traditions and the resulting virtues. 

Four Tensions: Ethical theory tends to one of four tensions: the principle (and actuality) of law, which is often divine, the intrinsic ideal of 
goodness, the pull of individual happiness, and the desire for societal balance. 

Therefore, attention to ethical judgment and action can be said to focus on four quadrants of deontological internal goods, 
deontological external goods (i.e. virtue ethics), consequential internal goods, and consequential external goods (i.e. utilitarian ethics). 


