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Holy Places are Dark Places: C.S. Lewis’ Till We Have Faces –Part 2
“I am, you see, a Job’s comforter. Far from lightening the dark valley where you now find yourself, I blacken it. And you know why. Your darkness has brought back my own. But on second thoughts I don’t regret what I have written. I think it is only in shared darkness that you and I can really meet at present; shared with one another and, what matters most, with our Master. We are not on an untrodden path. Rather, on the main road.” --Letters to Malcolm
“Just as the Christian has his moments when the clamour of this visible and audible world is so persistent and the whisper of the spiritual world is so faint that faith and reason can hardly stick to their guns, so, as I well remember, the atheist too has his moments of shuddering misgiving, of an all but irresistible suspicion that old tales may after all be true, that something or someone from outside may at any moment break into his neat, explicable, mechanical universe. Believe in God and you will have to face hours when it seems obvious that this material world is the only reality: disbelieve in Him and you must face hours when this material world seems to shout at you that it is not all. No conviction, religious or irreligious, will, of itself, end once and for all this fifth-columnist in the soul.”—“Religion: Reality or Substitute?” (Sept/Oct 1941)
Orual and Job
“I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just with God?
 If he will contend with him, he cannot answer him one of a thousand.
He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered?
Which removeth the mountains, and they know not: which overturneth them in his anger.
Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble.
Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth up the stars.
Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the sea.
Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south.
Which doeth great things past finding out; yea, and wonders without number.
 Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not: he passeth on also, but I perceive him not.
Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? who will say unto him, What doest thou?
 If God will not withdraw his anger, the proud helpers do stoop under him.
How much less shall I answer him, and choose out my words to reason with him?”—Job 9 (AV/KJV)

Although a pagan historical story, Orual’s charge against the gods mirrors Job’s complaint against the Almighty in a number of ways: 

· Job believes that he has done nothing wrong.

· Job’s story explores the nature and meaning of human suffering

· Job wishes to have his day in court before God.

· Job begins to believe that God may hate him.

· Job’s confrontation humbles him and teaches him more about his limits than the reasons for his suffering.

Charles Williams and the Way of Exchange
Charles Williams taught a particular theology of mystical exchange that he called co-inherence. Co-inherence is essentially taking seriously the biblical idea that we are members one of another. Williams traced this pattern from the divine economy down to the workings of daily and moral life to the final eschatological end of creation:

· The Trinity-in-unity is made up of the divine economy of the Triune Godhead: Father-Son-Holy Spirit.

· The dual natures and single personhood of Christ also reflect co-inherence for he is perfectly God and perfectly man, and his two natures and two wills perfectly work in unison in Jesus.

· The unity of the Body of Christ can be seen in Mother Church who is diversified yet unified in her final end and purpose. Likewise, Mary as theotokos is the mother of the complete God-man.

· Redemption, Williams insists is corporate and cooperative in character. The way of exchange is tied to the biblical economy of pardon. We share in each other’s suffering and assist each other in the process of sanctification.

· Substitutionary love, dependent upon the work of Christ’s cross, is practiced in our bearing each other’s burdens.

· Romantic love (or romantic theology) is the recognition that all human experiences of love ultimately point us to the divine love.

· The promised New Jerusalem we should remember is a divine city, full of unity and diversity.
The final eshaton is, likewise, reconciled Creation with a reconciled humanity.
Williams defined this way of exchange as recognition that we are not finally free-standing individuals:

The Christian idea was expressed in the phrase “bear ye one another’s burdens.”  It encouraged, indeed it demanded, a continual attention to the needs of one’s neighbor, to his distresses and his delights.  And it defined “neighbor” as meaning anyone with whom one was, by holy Luck, brought into contact.  It required then, an active “sympathy,” and it spoke of something still higher, of an active and non-selfish love.  It went even farther.  It declared a union of existences.  It proclaimed that our own lives depended on the lives of our neighbors.  Saint Anthony of Egypt laid down the doctrine in so many words: ‘Your life and your death are with your neighbor.’ --The Way of Exchange (1941)

Discussion Questions
1. What is the result of Orual’s encounter with the god?

2. How does Orual live out the god’s message that she is also Psyche and will come to know herself and her work?

3. Describe Orual’s ability as a leader. What are the evidences that she is a good leader?

4. How does her veil give her power over others?

5. Does Orual deny her womanhood to become the Queen? Why and/or why not?

6. What makes Arnom different than the Old Priest?  Why does he represent a larger religious and historical change?

7. What makes Orual’s single combat different than Peter’s in Prince Caspian?

8. Why, after being given his freedom, does the Fox decide to stay?

9. How would you describe Orual’s unrequited love for Bardia?
10. Why does the Greek priest’s version of Psyche awaken everything in Orual?

11. What does Orual learn about herself and others in her meeting with Tarin and her fight with Ansit?
12. What is the significance of Orual’s realization: “I am Ungit”?
13. How do Orual’s visions reenact the temptations/tasks of Psyche?

14. Why is she answered by the very words of her scroll?
15. What is the meaning of the Fox’s apology and lessons with Orual?

16. What does she learn when the god himself comes to judge her? Is this a Christian ending?
